
Tells whom or what 
the sentence is about. 

Tells the action(s) of 
the subject. 

A simple sentence begins with a capital letter 
and ends with a period. 
 

ENGLISH BASIC GRAMMAR 
LEVEL 1 

1.  A simple Sentence 
A simple sentence expresses a complete thought. It has a subject 
and a verb. 

Example: 
John eats an apple. 

 

Subject   Verb 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Example: 
Thanh Lan wears a beautiful ao dai. 

 

2.  Nouns (Danh từ) 
A noun names a person, place, thing or an animal. 
 

2.1  Singular Noun 
Names one person, place, thing or animal 
Examples: 



Names a general person, place, thing or animal. 

The students go to school. 

Monkeys eat bananas. 

Remember that proper nouns must start 
with a capital letter! 

Names a specific person, place, thing or animal. 

Jane visits Niagara Falls. 

John kicks the ball. 
The moon shines at night 

 
2.2  Plural Noun 
Names more than one person, place, thing or animal. 

John eats three sandwiches. 

The stars shine at night. 

 

3.  Common Noun and Proper Noun 
A noun names a person, place, thing or an animal. It can be a 
common noun or a proper noun. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Common noun 

person 

place 

thing 

animal 

Proper noun 

person 

place 



The Lion King is a movie about a lion named Simba. 

Example: 

I am in Grade 1. This is my first day at school and 
it is exciting. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
4.  Subject Pronouns (Đại Danh từ) 
A subject pronoun replaces the subject noun in a sentence. It can 
be singular or plural. 
Example: 

Liz is tall. 

She is tall. 

Subject pronoun 
 

4.1  Singular Pronouns 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

4.2  Plural Pronouns 

thing 

animal 

Singular 
Pronouns 

I 

you 

he 

she 

it 



Example: 

- Mother: You have to be good at school. 

- John and Jane: Yes, Mom, we will be good at 
school! 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Examples: 

- Jane: Mr. Beans is cool. He is really funny. 

- John: Is he a nice teacher? 

- Jane: Yes, but you have to behave in his class. 

 

More advanced reading: 
 

Pronouns 

https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-
rules/pronouns-
2/?gclid=CjwKCAjwoMSWBhAdEiwAVJ2ndrG4j3459IbMIRhIL7x1
M8ZZfgEPlUcAhFkaGk_nDgd5K0cZ5TXumBoCpV0QAvD_BwE 

 

5.  Articles (Mạo Từ) 
An article is use before a noun to tell you more about it: whether it 
is referring to something general or something specific. 

 

General article  

Plural Pronouns 

we 

you 

they 

https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/pronouns-2/?gclid=CjwKCAjwoMSWBhAdEiwAVJ2ndrG4j3459IbMIRhIL7x1M8ZZfgEPlUcAhFkaGk_nDgd5K0cZ5TXumBoCpV0QAvD_BwE
https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/pronouns-2/?gclid=CjwKCAjwoMSWBhAdEiwAVJ2ndrG4j3459IbMIRhIL7x1M8ZZfgEPlUcAhFkaGk_nDgd5K0cZ5TXumBoCpV0QAvD_BwE
https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/pronouns-2/?gclid=CjwKCAjwoMSWBhAdEiwAVJ2ndrG4j3459IbMIRhIL7x1M8ZZfgEPlUcAhFkaGk_nDgd5K0cZ5TXumBoCpV0QAvD_BwE
https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/pronouns-2/?gclid=CjwKCAjwoMSWBhAdEiwAVJ2ndrG4j3459IbMIRhIL7x1M8ZZfgEPlUcAhFkaGk_nDgd5K0cZ5TXumBoCpV0QAvD_BwE


a  is used before a singular noun that begins 
with a consonant. 

an  is used before a singular noun that begins 
with a vowel. 

 
 

Specific article  

the is used before a singular or plural noun that 
begins with a consonant or a vowel. 

 
Examples: 

Pablo kicks a ball. 

Jennifer eats an orange. 

Viet flies the kite on a hot day. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
More advance readings: 
 
Using Articles: 
 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/grammar/using_article
s.html 

Consonants are the letters in the alphabet 
that are not vowels. 

- - - - - - 

Vowels are: a, e, i, o, u 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/grammar/using_articles.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/grammar/using_articles.html


 
6.  Adjectives (Tĩnh Từ) 
An adjective describes a noun. It can describe how a noun looks, 
feels, smells, sound or tastes. 
 

 
 
 

 

Adjectives  

looks Jane is a beautiful girl. 
            adjective  noun 

feels She sleeps in a soft bed. 
                adjective  noun 

smells Tom wears his stinky socks. 
 Adjective noun 

sounds The wind chime emits a beautiful sound. 
 Adjective  noun 

tastes The durian fruit is yummy. 
 verb adjective 

 
More advanced reading: 
Adjectives 
https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-
rules/adjectives/ 
 

An adjective comes: 

- Before a noun 

- After the verb “be” 
 

https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/adjectives/
https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/adjectives/


7.  Verbs (Động Từ) 
A verb tells what the subject of a sentence is doing or has done. A 
verb can be action words or non-action words. 

Action Words Non-action Words 
Run Walk Like Love 
Talk Catch Have Need 

Swim Dance Own Want 
Sleep Eat Seem Believe 

Ex:  Elvis Presley sang a song. Ex:  The children like music. 

 
The form of a verb depends on the subject of the sentence. 
- Singular subjects:  verb + “s” or “es”. 

- Plural subjects:  verb + No need to add any letters. 
Examples: 

The turtle sleeps on the rock. 

The children build a sand castle. 

 

More advance reading: 
 
Verbs 
https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/verbs/ 

 
8.  Prepositions of Place (Giới Từ) 

https://www.gingersoftware.com/content/grammar-rules/verbs/


Examples: 

- The dog sleeps under the coffee table. 

- The cat looks for the mouse in the kitchen. 

- The bird flies above my head. 

- The baby girl sleeps in the crib. 

etc… 

Prepositions of place are used to show where things are. There 
are many prepositions of place. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

More advance reading: 
 
Prepositions 
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/grammar/prepo
sitions 
 

9.  Spelling Patterns 
Vowels: a, e, i, o, u. 
 

Prepositions of 
place 

on 

in 

above 

under 

between 

beside 

in front of 

behind 
 

https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/grammar/prepositions
https://academicguides.waldenu.edu/writingcenter/grammar/prepositions


9.1  Short Vowel Patterns 
- When there is only one vowel in the word. 

- When there is no silent “e”. 
Examples: cat, bed, clock, cup, hit… 

 

9.2  Long Vowel Patterns. 
- When two vowels are put together. 
- When there is a silent “e”. 

Ex: eat, come, tail, pie, juice... 
 

9.3  Rhyming Pairs 
Rhyming words can help you spell unfamiliar words because 
rhyming words have similar endings 
Examples:  

mail, snail 
hat, cat 
mice, ice 

sleep, sheep 

Jill, quill 
man, fan 

money, monkey… 

 
10.  Punctuation (Chấm Câu) 



There are three punctuation marks that are used to end 
sentences. 

 
10.1  Period (Dấu chấm “.”) 
When you tell someone something. 

10.2  Question Mark (Dấu hỏi “?”) 
When you ask a question. 
 

10.3  Exclamation Mark (Dấu than “!”) 
When you have strong emotions about what you are saying. 
 

Examples: 
I finish my class at 3:30 PM. 
Do you want dinner now, John? 

Great, you are so good at tennis, John! 
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