
EXPOSING  

THE MYTH OF HO CHI MINH 
 

CONTENTS 

                                              Page 

                                                                                            

 FOREWORD          2 

 

THE MYTH OF THE FATHER      3  

 

THE MYTH OF LEAVING THE LAND IN SEARCH     

           OF A SOLUTION TO  SAVE VIETNAM     6 

 

THE MYTH OF A SIMPLE BACHELOR     9 

 

THE MYTH OF UNIFYING THE PEOPLE OF VIETNAM  19 

 

THE MYTH OF LIBERATING THE PEOPLE    26 

 

THE MYTH OF “HO CHI MINH’S IDEOLOGY”    37 

 

THE MYTH OF THE HO MAUSOLEUM     45 

 

CONCLUSION          58 

 

NOTES          59 

 

HO CHI MINH'S GLORIFICATION REJECTED BY UNESCO 65 

 

1968 MASSACRE IN HUE       71 

 

SHORT BIOGRAPHY OF HO CHI MINH                100 

 

THE POLISH TIMES’ RANKING OF       

          THE 13 BLOODIEST DICTATORS IN THE 20
TH

 CENTURY   101 

  

      RESOLUTION 1481 OF PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 

           OF COUNCIL OF EUROPE (JAN. 25, 2006)    103 

     



FOREWORD  

 

Ho Chi Minh (HCM) has been a controversial historical figure, starting with the 

difference between his true personality and the myths about him created either by himself 

or the Vietnamese Communist Party (VCP). 

 

In the past, the VCP regime was based on Marxism-Leninism.  However, at the 

beginning of the 90s when Eastern European countries and the USSR collapsed, this 

ideology lost all its attractiveness. To fill the ideological gap, the VCP began to introduce 

what it called “Ho Chi Minh’s ideology”, whereas HCM himself once had said: “I don’t 

have any other thoughts than Marxism-Leninism.”  To make sure he was correctly 

understood, he stressed that “regarding ideology  as the concept about the universe, the 

world, and the human society, I’m only a pupil of Marx, Engels, and Lenin, having no 

other thought than Marxist philosophy.” (Nguyen Van Tran, Viet cho Me va Quoc hoi 

[Write to Mother and the National Assembly], pp. 151-152) 

 

The VCP has been trying to brighten HCM’s image, praise “HCM’s ideology”, and 

blame all the VCP mistakes on HCM disciples like Truong Chinh, Le Duan, Le Duc Tho, 

etc . . . in order to elevate HCM as a national leader.   

 

Because of this situation, and to follow the suggestions of readers and friends, the book 

Exposing the myth of Ho Chi Minh (first edition in 2003) has been revised with more 

information and reprinted to meet the demand from youngsters who need to understand 

the truth about HCM against propaganda by the VCP in Vietnam. 

 

Added to the first edition of the book in 2003, besides the chapter on “Exposing the Myth 

of Ho Chi Minh”, was the chapter on “1968 Massacre in Hue”.  Both chapters were 

excerpted from the book titled Case of Vietnamese Communist Party, a top recipient of 

the 2002 Literature Awards offered by the Vietnamese Association of the Physicians of 

the Free World.  In addition, the article “Ho Chi Minh’s Glorification Rejected by 

UNESCO” and “The Polish Times’ ranking of the 13 bloodiest dictators in the 20
th

 

century” were also added to strengthen the exposure of HCM. 

 

Acknowledgements go to Mr. Timothy Tran and Mr. Ton Dzien for their time-consuming 

translations of my texts into English; to friends near and far for their invaluable support  

for this edition; and to the mass media and Internet websites for their excerpts or 

comments.  Thanks also go to anyone for his/her contribution to help the author learn 

more and the book better welcome in the future.   

  

TRAN GIA PHUNG 

(Toronto, Canada) 
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EXPOSING  

THE MYTH OF HO CHI MINH 
 

Tran Gia Phung 

Translated by Timothy Tran 

 

1.-   THE MYTH OF THE FATHER 
 

According to Chairman Ho Chí Minh – A Life and Biography, released by the 

publisher Su That (Hanoi, 1975), Ho Chi Minh “was born into an educated and 

patriotic family of farmers who came from humble beginnings.  His father was 

Nguyen Sinh Huy, also known as Nguyen Sinh Sac (1863-1929) … graduated as a 

junior doctor and lived an honest life as a teacher.  He taught the children a sense 

of responsibility and hard work and sent them out to practice with appreciation 

“the principles of being a person albeit good citizen and politician.”  After 

completing his degree, he was forced many times by the ruling regime to become a 

governor [civil mandarin], but he often demonstrated an attitude of apathy and 

non-cooperation towards the regime.  He often said: “The governor is more of a 

slave than [simple] slaves.”  Born with a sense of nationalism and determination, 

he often opposed his superiors and the French colonialists.  After a short time, he 

was dismissed and headed southward [South Vietnam] to work as a herbalist.  He 

lived a pure and upstanding life until his death.”
 1
   

 

Nguyen Sinh Sac (Nguyen Sinh Huy) had, in fact, graduated with his junior 

doctorate degree in 1901 alongside Nguyen Dinh Hien, Phan Chau Trinh.
2
  

However, Nguyen Sinh Sac was never “forced many times by the ruling regime” to 

act as governor after his graduation.  Sac had asked to become a governor right 

after receiving his bachelor degree in 1894 at a testing site in Nghe An. The next 

year (1895), Sac went to Hue but failed his doctorate exams.  He carried out his 

internship in the Ministry of Finances (Bo Ho).  In 1898, he failed again.
3
  As a 

governing member of the Hue royal regime, Sac had participated as an examining 

board member for the bachelor exams  in the province of Binh Dinh in 1897 and 

again in the province of Thanh Hoa in 1900.
4   

After passing his junior doctorate 

(Pho bang) in 1901, he acted as council assistant for the Ministry of Rites (Bo Le) 

from 1902 to 1909 and then as a district chief in Binh Khe (Binh Dinh province) in 

May 1909.  Going from legal council assistant to district chief is a promotion, not a 

demotion. 

 

3 



Nguyen Sinh Sac was fired and not just dismissed. The reason for his firing 

wasn’t that he possessed a sense of “nationalism and determination” nor his 

opposition “to his superiors and the French colonialists”.   

 

He was fired because of his rude and cruel treatment to the citizens at large.  While 

drunk, Sac used a hard whip to punish and beat to death a prisoner in January 

1910.  The prisoner’s family complained to his superior.   

 

Even though Sac denied that the beating had led to the prisoner’s death, he was 

sentenced to 100 lashes with a wooden stick by Royal Decree on 17 September, 

1910.  This punishment was bargained for a four-rank demotion and dismissal.
 5
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nguyen Sinh Sac or Nguyen Sinh Huy  

(Ho Chi Minh’s father) 

 

The trade off was probably carried out to save face of a royal court member 

[regime officer], especially when this member had achieved a higher education.  

Another document showed that Nguyen Sinh Sac was helped and protected by Cao 

Xuan Duc, a minister in the Royal Court, his fellow-countryman (same native 

province of Nghe An).
6
   

 

 

4 



Sac had had a drinking problem since his time in Hue.  The sister of Ho Chi Minh 

(HCM), Miss Nguyen Thi Thanh, came to Hue in 1906 to visit her father.  “She 

can no longer tolerate her father’s quick temper and rudeness.  By now, Sac had 

an addiction to rice wine and often beat her.” 
7
  The following year, she left Hue to 

return to Nghe An, and no longer lived with her father. 

 

Perhaps, the sentence “The governor is more of a slave than [simple] slaves” is 

merely a fabrication of the communist apparatchicks, assigned to Sac to criticize 

the royal feudalism[?].  Quite possibly, because of the bitterness of being fired, Sac 

had said these words [?].   

 

It was not long after, that Sac eagerly applied to become an officer of the royal 

court.  His eagerness was further confirmed when his son Nguyen Tat Thanh 

(HCM) sent the French Resident Superior in Hue a letter of application asking for 

a small post. 

 

On 26 February, 1911, Sac traveled by boat from Da Nang to Saigon.  He stayed 

there for a short period and taught the Chinese character to writer Diep Van Ky,
8
 

then moved on to Loc Ninh to act as a field supervisor in a rubber-tree plantation. 

 

He never returned to Nghe An again.  He lived a vagabond life in the South as a 

herbalist and writer of parallel sentences (lien doi) in Chinese for festivals.  

Towards the end of his life, Sac lived in the village of Hoi Hoa An, Sa Dec 

province, and died in 1929.
9
  

 

When Sac lost his post and lived as a pauper in the South, his son, Nguyen Tat 

Thanh (HCM) went overseas in 1911.  He wrote a letter to the French Resident 

Superior in Hue from New York on Dec. 15, 1912.  He was sincerely asking the 

French Resident Superior in Hue “to offer my father [Sac] a job as assistant chief 

in one of the Ministries or a teaching position so that he can earn a living under 

your highness’ supervision.”
10

  This was, indeed, pious of the young Nguyen Tat 

Thanh (HCM).   

 

Regrettably, when participating in the French Communist Party (1920), Thanh had 

abandoned the Vietnamese tradition and morality, switching from piety to serving 

the ideals of communism.  Sac was so upset by this fact, “he never wanted to hear 

another word about his misbehaving son”, who not only “had opposed the 

authority of the King, but had also gone against the family’s head.”
11

  

 

5 



Therefore, the myth of HCM’s father as a nationalist, who opposed the French 

colonialists and was dismissed, is a fabrication by the Historical Research Team of 

the Central Committee of the VCP aimed at boosting the credibility of their 

chairman [leader HCM]. 

 

Of relevance, is the recent discovery by Tran Quoc Vuong, a historian in Hanoi, of 

a book entitled Trong Coi (In Life, 1993), who recorded a chapter “A verbal 

recollection of the people about some unfortunate Nho intellectuals”.  The end of 

the chapter mentioned that Nguyen Sinh Sac, father of HCM, was not the son of 

Nguyen Sinh Nham.   

 

Before the wedding, the bride of Nham was already pregnant.  However, the real 

father was bachelor Ho Si Tao.  Nham was only the father “on paper”.  Tran Quoc 

Vuong wrote: “Nguyen Ai Quoc, aka Ho Chi Minh, had in the end adopted the last 

name Ho because he knows his grandfather was Ho Si Tao and not Nguyen Sinh 

Nham.”
 12

 

 

2.-   THE MYTH OF LEAVING THE LAND IN SEARCH  

       OF A SOLUTION TO  SAVE VIETNAM 
  

Documents of the VCP have all stated that on June 5, 1911, the young Nguyen Tat 

Thanh boarded the ship Admiral Latouche-Treville in search of a solution to save 

Vietnam from French colonialism.  These are the words taken from the history 

texts that were written by the communist regime of Hanoi: 

 

“The failure of the movement [pro-change] of Dong Du [Journey to the East], Dong 

Kinh Nghia Thuc [Hanoi Free School] of the Duy tan [Modernization] and also the 

movement to boycott taxes in many cities of Central Viet Nam, drove him towards 

Western Europe in search of the meaning behind “Freedom, Equality, Fraternity”.  

Leaving Hue for Phan Thiet, Ho Chí Minh took the alias Van Ba and served as an 

assistant cook while on board a French ship, Latouche-Treville.  He wanted to see 

how France and other countries fared in their revolutions then return and help his 

fellow countrymen.”
 13

  
 

The book Chairman Ho Chi Minh – a Biography published by “The Truth” 

(Hanoi, 1975, p. 15), also described the same situation.  “ ... Not long after, 

chairman Ho came to Saigon.  The South, much like the Central and North, was 

split under a mixture of colonialists’ control and sponsorship support.   

 

6 



People everywhere were oppressed, abused, enslaved and impoverished.  This 

encouraged chairman Ho even further.  He traveled to Europe to see how their 

people achieved independence, in order to return and help the Vietnamese people 

defeat the French colonialists.  This very thought led Ho Chi Minh  a step closer to 

a solution for Vietnam and its people.” 

 

In the book Chairman Ho’s Activities by “The Truth”, HCM was quoted to have 

answered journalist Tran Dan Tien as follows: “... I want to go to France and other 

countries.  After learning from them, I shall return to help our people.” 
14

 

 

Tran Dan Tien is no other than HCM himself.  He had used another alias to bolster 

his own importance.  In Vietnam, as in many other countries, many people have 

written about themselves in order to bask in their own glory or perhaps to justify 

their own needs.  However, they use their real name and take responsibility for 

what they have written.  For HCM to use another name, in order to self-serve, is a 

bizarre idea which no self-respecting  person ever dared dream of doing. 

 

Through the many books published by the VCP and HCM’s own words, chairman 

Ho had traveled abroad to seek a solution for Vietnam.  However, recent 

documents by many authors have recorded that HCM did not do this for 

humanitarian reasons but did it for self-serving economic reasons. 

 

In the text “From the Dream of a Governor to the Revolution of Ho Chi Minh and 

the Lesson of Colonialism”, Nguyen The Anh and Vu Ngu Chieu have published 

an artifact copy of two letters by HCM (Nguyen Tat Thanh) dated Sept. 15, 1911.   

 

They were sent to the French President and the Minister of the Colonies, asking 

them for special treatment and exemptions to attend the “Colonial School” in Paris, 

where officers and governors ruling the colonies – including Indochina – are 

trained.  The main theme in the two letters is identical:  

 

“... I have the honor to request your assistance in being admitted to take courses at 

the Colonial School as an intern.  I am now employed with the company Chargeurs 

Reùunis (Amiral Latouche-Treville) for my subsistence.  I am entirely without 

resources and very eager to receive an education.  I would like to become useful to 

France with regard to my compatriots, and at the same time to enable them to 

profit from instruction...” (Translated by William J. Duiker, Ho Chi Minh, New 

York:  Hyperion, 2000, pp. 47-48.) 

 

7 



Both letters of application were rejected.  Nguyen Tat Thanh (HCM) continued to 

work on the ships.   
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On Dec. 15, 1912, Nguyen Tat Thanh sent a heart-felt letter from New York to the 

French Governor in Hue asking him to grant his father, Nguyen Sinh Sac, a small 

job as a tutor so that he could earn a living. 

 

These letters indicate that since leaving Vietnam, Nguyen Tat Thanh’s only 

aim had been earning a living.  Because of economic reasons, Nguyen Tat Thanh 

had readily demonstrated his willingness to cooperate with the French colonists to 

earn a living or to help his father. 

 

To earn a living and become self-sufficient or to help the family is the norm that is 

expected of everyone.  But this helps demonstrate that Nguyen Tat Thanh did not 

travel overseas in search of a solution for Vietnam.   

 

The patriotic idea of saving a country was just an afterthought fabricated by Ho 

Chi Minh and the VCP aimed at glorifying and martyring chairman Ho’s departure 

and attracting the masses to enlist for the political activities. 

 

3.-   THE MYTH OF A SIMPLE BACHELOR 
 

Ho Chi Minh and the Central Committee for History Research of the VCP have 

always maintained that he was never married.  He remained a bachelor so he could 

concentrate on serving the People.  The facts indicate just the opposite.  Wherever 

Ho Chi Minh was seen, there was always a woman shadowing him during any of 

his political activities. 

 

According to Professor Nguyen The Anh, while practicing as a photographer in 

Paris, HCM, as Nguyen Ai Quoc, had a romantic relationship with a certain lady 

Bourdon through a letter dated May 10, 1923.  After a short period of exchanging 

letters, Bourdon severed the relationship on June 11, 1923.  Professor Nguyen The 

Anh also showed many other letters indicating that, while he was in Moscow, the 

Soviet government provided Nguyen Ai Quoc with a “wife”.
 15

 

 

Arriving in Quang-Zhou (China), Nguyen Ai Quoc took a new name, Ly Thuy.  He 

married a Chinese lady by the name of Tang Tuyet Minh (1905-1991) in October 

1926.  The wedding was celebrated at the restaurant Thai Bnh, in downtown of 

Quang-Zhou, with the presence of Deng Yingchao/Teng Ying-ch’ao (Mrs. Chou 

En-lai), Borodin (Bao La Dình), Thai Suong.
16

   

 

 

9 



They separated when the Civil War between Republican and Communist broke out 

on April 12, 1927.  Ly Thuy fled to Moscow in June, 1927, and returned to Hong 

Kong in November, 1929 by using the route through Europe and Thailand.  During 

this time, Ly Thuy wrote to Tang Tuyet Minh, but this letter was caught by The 

Indochina Security Office on August 14, 1928.   

 

In May, 1950, seeing Ho Chi Minh’s picture on Renminribao, Tang Tuyet Minh 

recognized that it was really her husband.  She sent many letters to Ho care of 

Hoang Van Hoan, Vietnamese embassador in Pekin (Beijing), but there was no 

response.
16

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tang Tuyet Minh (Ly Thuy’s wife in 1926) 

 

When the Hong Kong police arrested Ly Thuy on June 6, 1931 in Kowloon (Cuu 

Long), near Hong Kong, he was actually living with a Chinese woman by the name 

of Li Sam and when he came to Yun Nan (China) in 1940, General Lung-Yun 

(Long Van) found him yet another Chinese lover.
17

 

 

While in Hong Kong in 1930, Ly Thuy taught politics to Nguyen Thi Minh Khai (a 

Vietnamese) at the Eastern Branch of the Communist International (Comintern or 

CMT).  The two became husband and wife and when they traveled to the Soviet to 

attend the Seventh Congress of the CMT opening on July 25, 1935, they officially 

and openly lived together.
18
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Nguyen Thi Minh Khai 

 

In 1944, HCM returned to Pac Bo, of the province Cao Bang (Vietnam).  

According to historian Tran Trong Kim, who was the Vietnam Prime Minister in 

1945, HCM lived with Do Thi Lac, alias “comrade-sister Thuan” and they gave 

birth to a daughter.
19

 

 

Their liaison was brief.  Ho Chi Minh was drawn into the political changes of 

history and returned to Hanoi in 1954.  Authors Vu Thu Hien and Nguyen Minh 

Can documented that the Politburo of the Labour Party (official name of the VCP 

from 1951) provided a Nung (aboriginal) girl from the province of Cao Bang to 

serve HCM in 1955.   

 

Her name was Nong Thi Xuan (or Nguyen Thi Xuan according to some sources).  

By then, HCM was 65 and Xuan was barely 22.  “Xuan was a pretty girl with a 

creamy complexion and a flowery smile”,
20

 and the following year, Xuan gave 

birth to a boy named Nguyen Tat Trung.  After a short time, HCM abandoned 

Xuan.  Tran Quoc Hoan, Minister of Interior, raped her and then ordered her brutal 

execution.
20
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Nong Thi Xuan 

 

About this time, the Labour Party wanted to arrange for Nguyen Thi Phuong Mai, 

a comrade from the province of Thanh Hoa, to become HCM’s wife in Hanoi. Mai 

wanted everything about the relationship and marriage to be open and official.  

This was denied and she withdrew.
21

  

 

In 1959, T’ao Chu (Tao Zhu), a standing commissioner of the Politburo to the 

Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and Deputy Prime Minister of the Chinese 

government, traveled to Vietnam for some relaxation.  A minister of the 

Vietnamese government of Hanoi talked in private to T’ao Chu and said that HCM 

wanted to re-marry a Chinese from Quang-Zhou.   

 

T’ao Chu was happy to help but Chou En-lai, the Chinese Prime Minister, 

requested that the government of Vietnam should reconsider the issue.  A 

conference organized by Le Duan (the first Secretary of the Politburo of 

Vietnamese Labour Party) came to the conclusion that the image of HCM had to 

be protected.  So, the re-marriage issue was cast aside.
22

  Ho Chí Minh admitted to 

T’ao Chu that he wanted to remarry, therefore he must have married the Quang-

Zhou Chinese woman once before. 
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When Nong Duc Manh, Secretary of the Province Bac Thai’s VCP, was “voted in” 

as a reserved member of the VCP Central Committee at the 6
th
 Communist 

Congress in December 1986, controversy surrounded him.  He was considered the 

illegitimate child of HCM and was raised by an aboriginal Tay family.  According 

to the Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War, Manh never denied this allegation.
23

  He 

rose to power rapidly.  In the 9
th

 VCP Congress from April 9-19, 2001, Manh was 

a shoe-in for the Secretary-General post of the VCP.   

 

The controversy once again resurfaced.  Journalist Dominique Whiting, in a 

Reuters report, recorded that a former-ambassador of Australia, Sue Boyd, posed a 

direct question to Manh on this issue.  The response from Manh was middle-of-

the-road and vague and he didn’t deny or confirm the fact. 

 

So, the third myth of HCM, living a simple existence as a bachelor while 

sacrificing his life and devoting his entire attention to “meet the needs of the 

nation”, is a secret only half covered.  The fact HCM had a wife is nothing out of 

the ordinary.   However, in view of the fact that it was covered up by HCM and the 

VCP, in order to fool the Vietnamese people and the international press, is 

appalling.   

 

Being married and having a family is an accepted way of life, but mistreating loved 

ones who once lived with you is deplorable.  Covering up and blatantly lying about 

these facts is not only unacceptable, it is also intolerable. 

 

After the death of HCM, the VCP (Lao Dong Party) wrote the following on Sept. 

3, 1969: “... The life of Ho Chi Minh is an exemplary reflection of the heroic and 

revolutionary ideals of the cause of the spirit.  It is a unification, of simple 

morality, of frugality and humbleness, of self giving and sacrificing…” (The Truth, 

Hanoi, 1975, Chairman Ho Chi Minh – A Life and Biography, p. 160).  A quick 

look into HCM’s life can certainly determine if he lived a “simple and humble” 

life, or otherwise?     

 

First of all, the regime of Hanoi propagandized that Ho Chi Minh lived in a 

wooden house built on stilts.  A house on stilts immediately gives the Vietnamese a 

picture of humbleness and frugality. The montagnards, or mountain people, live in 

these makeshift houses which are built above ground level with available storage 

for cattle and farming tools below.  These houses are easy to build and represent 

simplicity.  The image of this simplicity gives the general public a false sense of 

HCM’s humble existence.   

13 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

In reality, the picture is not as described.  Those who have seen HCM’s place, 

either in person or through films, wouldn’t have reached the same conclusion.  The 

place was purposely plain on the outside but built lavishly of rare and selected 

woods on the inside.  The house was furnished with all the latest technological 

conveniences and served as a high-class resort where invited guests were received 

and waited on by a house servant.  Quite an expensive and decorative tool! 
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 “... The stage dress was all important and always simple in colours of Cham.  As 

with Ho Chi Minh, Mao, Stalin and Kim Il-sung [North Korea‘s President], this 

simplicity was carefully researched.  The style of and cut of the clothing was also 

simple as with Khrushchev and Ceaucescu: simplicity in the communist style must 

depict the new generation of communist leaders.  What is unique about Ho Chi 

Minh is that he wore sandals cut from used tires.  Nothing could be more 

photogenic than Ho Chi Minh wearing tire sandals on the film screens, pre or post 

war.”
 24

   

 

This is a recollection of a film maker who once lived in Vietnam: “I filmed Ho Chi 

Minh visiting the farmers and simple folks of the province Hai Duong in the 

summer of 1957.  It rained heavily that morning and there were deep mud puddles 

all over the street.  When Ho Chi Minh got to a mud puddle, he took off his sandals 

and bent over to pick them up.  My camera lens showed clearly the dry land on 

both sides of the street where he could have walked.  I understood now, that he just 

wanted to show off those sandals.” (VTH, p. 459)   

 

With just these three elements (house on stilts, simple clothes and tire sandals), 

HCM performed exactly like the film producer said.  “In these acts, Ho Chi Minh 

is a wonderful actor.”(VTH p. 459)   

 

Another person who witnessed how HCM responded and talked to the university 

students from the Institute for Eastern Studies in Hanoi 10-1945, commented: “My 

feelings towards Ho Chi Minh were clear.  He was cunning and acted extremely 

well.  He will never lack the political maneuvers and tricks in the future.”
 25

   

 

Foreigners also noticed the same thing.  Bernard Fall wrote: “People know Ho Chi 

Minh is an actor gifted with a wonderful talent of convincing and fooling his 

opponents or onlookers.” 
26

 

 

Ho Chi Minh left out only one favourite pass time: he adored smoking American 

cigarettes, especially the brands Lucky Strike and Camel.
27

  It is uncertain he 

planned this to show that he was just like everyone else or indeed, he preferred 

smoking American cigarettes.  In any case, the life of HCM is not as simple as 

people were made to believe.   

 

At the beginning of his book, Some Stories of Chairman Ho Chi Minh’s Activities 

by Tran Dan Tien (who is HCM himself), he wrote:  

 

15 



“A man, such as our humble Chairman Ho, does not have the time to recollect and 

tell me about his daily activities.  How could he?”(p. 9) Just think for a moment.  

How could a man, who self describes himself as humble and not having the time, 

devote an entire book and talk at length about his activities?  Where does he fit in 

as a man of our society? 

 

At the end of the same book, HCM (aka Tran Dan Tien) wrote: “The people called 

Chairman Ho the old father of our nation because he was the most loyal son of the 

land.”(p. 149) These words tell us that HCM wanted the people to call him the 

“Father of the Land” but they failed to do so.  He turned to another name “Bac” 

(older uncle or older brother of one’s father).   

 

Here too, you can see the shrewdness of HCM because “Bac” is the name reserved 

for the eldest brother on the father’s side.  “Bac” has more authority in the 

Vietnamese family and in any traditional activities such as festivals and rituals. 

 

According to Thanh Tin (that is Bui Tin), a former colonel of the North Army and 

former vice-executive writer for Nhan Dan [People] newspaper, HCM openly 

called himself “Bac” (Uncle) before the people in 1945 when he was about 55 

years old. 
28

 

 

After the events of 1975, the Southerners were surprised to learn through the media 

that communist officials were labelling the political non-conformists as “thang”, 

“no” or “han”.  These are derogatory terms used to describe “low life.”   

 

In an article written for the magazine Van Nghe (Hanoi 4-1958), writer Hoai Thanh 

remarks about the novelist as follows: “In his usual arrogant and tricky way, “no” 

(Truong Tuu) made it look as if he could be the only one who was true to the spirit 

of the Revolutionaries.  On one hand he (“no”) twisted and fabricated the news to 

slander… and on the other hand distorted and misrepresented the words of the 

communist leaders.  He quoted Karl Marx as opposing our very own 

government.”(NMC, p. 32)   

 

Another example is Xuan Dung’s derogatory remarks about a lady writer Thuy An 

(Luu Thi Yen) as “con nay” (this bitch) in the Thu Do magazine (Hanoi, 24-4-

1958): “... Someone saw Thuy An sitting in the same car as French Colonel Cogny.  

After the liberation of the capital, many were surprised to see “this bitch” - con 

nay. “  (NMC, p.  30) 
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There is an explanation by a writer who once lived under the HCM era: “These 

derogatory terms have their political roots firmly planted in the language itself.  

These roots evolved at the end of the independence era when the resistance against 

French Colonialism was healthy.  Ho Chi Minh himself promoted this name-

calling and used this technique while addressing comrades in the newspaper Cuu 

Quoc: Thang My [American], thang Phap [French], thang Lee Kuan Yew 

[Singapore Prime Minister), thang Sihanouk [Cambodia King], thang Mendes-

France [French Prime Minister] etc...  Following in Ho’s steps, political writers of 

communist origin have consistently used “thang” when describing any political 

opposition or any non-conformers. This would include such people as thang Bao 

Dai [Vietnam last king], thang Diem [President Ngo Dinh Diem], thang Khanh 

[general Nguyen Khanh], thang Thieu [President Nguyen Van Thieu], thang Ky 

[Vice-president Nguyen Cao Ky], etc...”  (VTH, p. 265) 

 

It is one thing to be impolite to the living but is quite another thing to focus this 

sort of attention on the Ancestors.  They are the heroes of the past.  Ho Chi Minh 

lacked tact and bordered on megalomania even when addressing yesteryear’s 

venerables.  Let us read a few lines from HCM’s “As I please” when he visited, in 

1950, the Altar of Tran Hung Dao (Tran Quoc Tuan, 1226-1300) who was the 

greatest hero of Vietnam in defending the invading Mongols: 

 

 “You are a Hero.  I am a hero, 

 You and I are of the same fate of guns and swords, 

 You conquered the Nguyen with your silver sword, 

 I got rid of the French under the red flag. 

 You led a country away from slavery, 

 I led all five continents to great unification. 

       If your soul can hear this, smile (laugh) once, 

      I who succeeded in this Revolution.” 
29

 

 

While basking in his own alcoholic haze of victory, HCM had gone too far with 

his megalomaniac self of “I” by daring to compare himself with the venerable Tran 

Hung Dao.  Just as many of the other communist leaders, such as Stalin, have done 

before him, HCM fell victim to the evils by self-worshipping. This is indeed very 

insulting to the Vietnamese, for no one can compare himself to an ancestor.  Here, 

a few points need to be explained further.  In the Vietnamese verse, HCM referred 

to Tran Hung Dao as “bac” (uncle) but self ascribed to the position of “toi” (“I” in 

the first person). This indicates that HCM considered himself an equal to the 

immortal Ancestor.   
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Traditionally, when someone calls another “Bac – Uncle”, one must self ascribe 

the position of a “chau – son or nephew” not “I”.  The Vietnamese can differentiate 

these positions clearly, as the language allows for various nouns to determine one’s 

own position.  Ho Chi Minh further mentioned to have defeated the French by 

using communism as the weapon but did not mention the Vietnamese people’s 

contribution and sacrifice.  Lastly, HCM even dreamed of unifying the world under 

the banner of communism.  That is to say, to move forward to the “highest ideals 

of (democratic) socialism.” Clearly, he wanted to surpass even his teachers, Mao 

and Stalin and openly stated his self-glorification in this short poem.  Therefore, 

after only a short time, it was no longer printed and few people knew of it. 

 

To self describe oneself as a hero is already a strange event, and to further call an 

Immortal Ancestor “uncle” is an unforgivable act never before seen or accepted in 

the history of Vietnam.  Historians of the Nguyen dynasty presented Kham dinh 

Viet su thong giam cuong muc (Text and Explanation forming the Complete Mirror 

of the History of Vietnam) to King Tu Duc (reign: 1848-1883) for review.  In the 

royal court, the king is the Son of God, representing Him to look over the people.  

Even King Tu Duc severely criticized many heroes of the past but he had never 

dared adopt such an impolite attitude towards the Immortals as HCM had done.   

 

Ho Chi Minh was hoping to elevate himself to the same level by calling Tran Hung 

Dao “uncle” (“bac”).   On the contrary, these words have backfired and exposed 

the immeasurably vast distance between a saint and a man who was conceited and 

arrogant.  Furthermore, the Vietnamese people considered Tran Hung Dao a 

venerable saint.  So, when HCM addressed the Immortals incorrectly, he also 

insulted the belief of the Vietnamese people.  If this is a poem of self-description, it 

shows that HCM was not at all polite nor was he proper in his behaviour. 

 

Here is an interesting coincidence.  A writer who used to live with HCM in his 

youth indicated that HCM used to dream of becoming a king.  “Ho Chi Minh 

dreamed of riding the dragon to the heavens, ascending among the glittering stars 

with five pointed corners” [compared VCP red flag with yellow star].  He cannot 

be one of us if he rides the dragon reserved for the king, the nobility and the elite.  

We simple folks do not dream like Ho Chi Minh.  We dream of riding the ox, the 

buffalo and the horse.  The well to do may ride the mopeds but that is it.  I should 

have understood Ho Chi Minh long ago.  My Ho Chi Minh, while plotting a 

revolution, had already dreamed of becoming king.” (VTH, p. 458) 
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Ho Chi Minh was the Chairman of the Communist in North Vietnam.  He had the 

basic needs to fulfill his daily activities.  In fact, he could enjoy the spoils of the 

post-colonial war if he wanted.  He had the authority and the power as a chairman 

of the communist and totalitarian regime.  He could have gone beyond the 

constitution of the law and ordered the killing of many citizens.  He could have 

done anything he wanted under his totalitarian regime.  However, to say that Ho 

Chi Minh was a simple and humble man is simply not the truth under any 

circumstances. 

 

4.-   THE MYTH OF UNIFYING THE PEOPLE OF VIETNAM 
 

Ho Chi Minh had always preached the unification of the People.  One of his 

favourite forms of propaganda was “unify, unify, unify all: success, success, great 

success”.
30

  This is how HCM and the VCP unified the people. 

 

*  Unification is to control power by eliminating all opposition and those with 

different ideas and to do it at any cost.  
 

By mid November 1924, HCM, still under the name Ly Thuy, arrived in Quang-

Zhou (China) from Vladivostok (Russia).  He acted as a translator for Borodin’s 

team of consultants to the Sun Yat-sen government at the first Republic-

Communist alliance of China.  Once in Quang-Zhou, HCM began building the 

foundation for the VCP.  At that time, the most well known revolutionary leader 

was Phan Boi Chau.  In order to oust Chau’s organization, HCM’s first job was to 

sell intelligence to the French.  Chau was captured on 1
st
 July, 1925 while en route 

from Hangchow to Shanghai.
31

  Those who refused to side with HCM faced the 

same fate as Chau.  Many were captured on their way back to Vietnam for their 

revolutionary activities.
32

  With the loss of their leaders, others ended up on 

HCM’s side. 

 

In 1930, in the wake of the revolution led by Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang (VNQDD 

– Vietnamese Nationalist Party), the cronies of HCM distributed propaganda 

papers and leaked information to the French in Hanoi.  The colonialists defended 

Hanoi and sent out search teams to capture members of the VNQDD.  A woman, 

named Nguyen Thi Giang, gave a propaganda paper to Nguyen Thai Hoc, the 

leader of VNQDD, but he did not believe that Vietnamese parties, who also sided 

against the French, could have harmed each other this way.
32
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Not only did HCM eliminate all those belonging to other parties, he also ordered 

the elimination of those of his own VCP who might pose a possible threat to his 

leadership.  In 1940, the communist leaders of the South, including Phan Dang 

Luu, Ha Huy Tap and Nguyen Thi Minh Khai (who studied in Russia) were 

captured by the French thanks in part to HCM intelligence.
33

   

 

In order to monopolize the power of the VCP, HCM slowly weeded out and 

eliminated any possible threat of future competition such as Tran Van Giau, who 

also studied in Russia.  These events indicated HCM’s unwillingness to become a 

team player or a sharing fellow compatriot.  He wanted all the power to be solely 

in his hands and hence, the seeds of separation with the VCP. 

 

In 1945, Japan surrendered to the Allies at the end of World War II.  At the 

Potsdam (Berlin) Conference on July 26, 1945, a decision was made that the 

Japanese army would be dismissed by the Chinese north of the 16
th
 latitude and by 

the English to the south.   

 

The decision, however, did not specify who the new government would be or who 

would act as leader for each part of the country.  Seizing the opportunity, Mat Tran 

Viet Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh Hoi (League for the Independence of Vietnam), 

shortened to Viet Minh, along with the majority of communist members, organized 

a coup-d’etat in Vietnam.   

 

Viet Minh members killed and eliminated countless patriotic intellectuals, 

compatriots and nationalists who, for one reason or another, did not follow the 

leadership of the Viet Minh [mostly, but not entirely communist].   

 

The most famous statemen who were either harmed or killed by the Viet Minh, 

were Pham Quynh, Ngo Dinh Khoi (older brother of Ngo Dinh Diem), Ta Thu 

Thau, Bui Quang Chieu, Phan Van Hum, Truong Tu Anh, Huynh Phu So, Khai 

Hung…. 

 

The communist wing of the Viet Minh also eliminated other members of the non-

communist wing, the intellectuals, and thousands of Cao Dai followers [an 

indigenous religion of Vietnam].
34

  In addition, all those who were perceived as a 

political threat to their power were also eliminated everywhere from the smallest 

town right up to the capital. 
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Therefore, the first meaning of unification and acceptance of HCM and the VCP 

was the hostile take-over and elimination of all other party members.  This also 

included communist members who might threaten HCM’s future political position.   

 

This was to be achieved by any means and at any cost imaginable.  In the end, only 

those who accepted communism blindly and cowardly were left in peace in the 

political arena.  Only when faced with a dilemma or a formidable adversary, would 

HCM and the VCP employ the second plan and meaning of “unification”. 

 

*  Unification is to yield temporarily, and to form an alliance only 

momentarily to overcome immediate difficulties. 

 

In the same year of 1945, after forming the first government on Sept. 2, 1945, 

HCM and his comrades faced a major dilemma. To carry out the Potsdam [Berlin] 

Agreement, the Chinese consolidated the northern border and the French followed 

the English en route to consolidating the North via the southern roads.   

 

Furthermore, other Vietnamese parties and their members returned home, 

including Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang (VNQDD), Viet Nam Cach Mang Dong Minh 

Hoi (Viet Cach – VNCMDMH or the Vietnamese Revolutionary League).  The 

pressure to yield was overwhelming and HCM was forced to dissolve the 

Indochina Communist Party (ICP) on 11-11-1945.   

 

In reality, the communists of the VCP simply retreated in order to carry on their 

activities in secrecy.  Ho Chi Minh replaced the ICP with the Association of 

Marxist Studies (AMS) and Truong Chinh was named AMS chairman.
35

   

 

Ho Chi Minh organized a national election on Jan. 6, 1946 and formed an alliance 

government on March 2, 1946 which included leaders of other parties, such as 

Nguyen Hai Than, Truong Dinh Tri, Nguyen Tuong Tam, Vu Hong Khanh, Chu 

Ba Phuong, Nghiem Ke To.   

 

Immediately after signing the preliminary Peace Agreement with the French on 

March 6 1946 and having bribed the Chinese officials for a prompt retreat from the 

North, HCM began weeding out his newly formed government.  He ordered the 

elimination and assassination of newly elected leaders who were not of the 

communist wing of the Viet Minh as well as many Republican Party Members. 
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The same tactics were employed again with the formation of Mat Tran Dan Toc 

Giai Phong Mien Nam Viet Nam (National Front for the Liberation of South 

Vietnam or NLF) on Dec. 20 1960.  In the beginning, members included VCP 

members and those who opposed the Ngo Dinh Diem regime.  Little by little, all 

other members, except the VCP, was eliminated.  In the end, they comprised 

strictly of communist members.   

 

People who, at one time, had differing opinions and philosophies, and were now 

following HCM and the communists, were being used on an “as-needed” basis.  

Take the case, for example, of Tran Huy Lieu.  He was the editor of Dong Phap 

Thoi Bao (Indochina Times, 1925-1927) and the leader of the VNQDD in Saigon.  

He was captured by the French and jailed at Poulo Condor Island (Con Dao) for 

five years. 

 

After his release in 1935, he traveled to North Vietnam and participated in the ICP 

in 1936.  In 1945, he went to Hanoi and wrote, in secrecy, in the Cuu Quoc 

newspaper (“Save the Nation”).  When Viet Minh took command on Sept. 2, 1945, 

Tran Huy Lieu was entrusted with the post of Chief of the Propaganda Ministry in 

the first Viet Minh government.  Ho Chí Minh assigned Tran Huy Lieu to this 

important post, but he did not trusted him.  He only needed the political prestige of 

this VNQDD (non-communist) member in Saigon.   

 

Tran Huy Lieu was subsequently leader of the delegating committee along with 

Nguyen Luong Bang and Cu Huy Can and went to Hue (royal Capital) to witness 

the last king, Bao Dai, relinquish his power to the new non-feudal system 

government at the Ngo Mon (South Gate) on August 30, 1945.  Nguyen Luong 

Bang,  also called Sao Do (Red Star), was a long-time communist party member.   

 

In case there were any problems – such as opposition and dissension, Lieu and his 

party VNQDD would now be responsible for solving them.  Ho Chi Minh was 

using Lieu to show that the accommodating philosophy of the Viet Minh was 

working and to gain the trust of the VNQDD members as well as the Vietnamese at 

large.  At that time, thanks to the monumental sacrifice of Nguyen Thai Hoc and 

his fellow members, VNQDD had strong political clout over the entire country.   

 

Right after 1946, Lieu was reduced to a mere Member of Parliament [a powerless 

formal seat], then headed the “History and Geography Research Team” of the 

communist government – a post with no political power. 
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Many others faced the same fate.  Huynh Thuc Khang, Phan Anh, Nguyen Phuong 

Thao (aka Nguyen Bình), Nguyen Huu Tho.  The second meaning of unification 

was to accept HCM as the permanent and sole leader, the VCP as the leading 

[government] party and to act like mindless marionettes.   

 

These patriotic men were merely used at HCM’s convenience. They were also used 

in a timely manner to secure his ambition.  Only the long time communist veterans 

actually held any power in the government and the VCP.  The rest of the members 

from other parties, no matter how loyal and hard working, simply held politically-

impotent posts, such as Nguyen Huu Tho or Nguyen Thi Binh. 

 

*   Unite is to listen to the leadership of the VCP without question. 

 

Ho Chi Minh died in Hanoi on Sept. 2, 1969.  In his will, he directed his fellow 

communist comrades by saying “... all comrades must vigilantly preserve the 

absolute unity of the [communist] Party just as you would preserve your eyes.” 

(BNCLSD, p. 172).  Therefore, what was “the absolute unity” within the VCP? 

 

During the daily activities of the VCP, even the slightest opposition to the issues 

presented or any new ideas not conforming to the party’s philosophy were placed 

into a “reassessment file.”  On the one hand, members not sharing new ideas and 

important changes were considered “conservative” or “slowly progressive.”   

 

In other words, those having ideas differing from those presented, were deemed 

“leftists” or “rightists, “wrong” or “to be reassessed”.  In the end, party members 

had no other choice but to agree to an already “fait accompli” (already decided). 

 

So, to unite unyieldingly within the VCP was the absolute conformation of loyalty 

by the members towards their leaders.  The consequences of non-conformity could 

be anything from bad mouthing to disciplinary action and even elimination, by 

various forms, from the party. 

 

In Vietnam, there is a proverbial saying that describes the communist unity:  

“When the party calls, say yes.  When the party doesn’t call, do not say yes.  When 

the party calls, one cannot say no.  When the party doesn’t call, one cannot say 

anything either! ”  
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To be blunt, the third idea of unity within the communist philosophy was to accept, 

unconditionally, the totalitarian leadership of a single party, to listen without 

question and without doubt and be blindly faithful to the VCP.  This led to 

damaging consequences because party members could no longer think for 

themselves or could they come up with new ideas to function as individuals. 

 

A special point to be mentioned is that HCM and the VCP accepted the former 

opposition.  However, once they became party members, they had to listen without 

question.  On the one hand, you have those who supported HCM and the VCP but 

wanted changes based on democracy, humane consideration and freedom of 

thought even though they still observed the philosophy of the VCP.   

 

Ho Chi Minh and the VCP could not tolerate these reformers.  They were 

considered dangerous enemies and would eventually be eliminated.  Such was the 

fate of Nguyen Huu Dang, Tran Dan, Hoang Minh Chinh, Nguyen Thanh Giang, 

Tran Do, Ha Si Phu. 

 

Perhaps one more point that is quite obvious in the history of Vietnam is that VCP 

(or Labor Party) never respected the agreements or treaties they signed with any 

international power.  An agreement is a mutually accepted solution to many sides 

of a dispute.  It is also a peaceful approach among the parties leading to the first 

step towards a gradual reconciliation and unity.  But for the VCP, signing an 

agreement was but a means to an end or an opportunity to fool the press in order to 

recuperate and recover from battles.  This allowed them the time to rebuild the war 

machines, to expand and invade at a later time.   

 

The best examples are the 1954 Geneva Cease-fire Agreement (20-7-1954) and the 

Paris Peace Treaty (Jan. 27, 1973).  They were both signed by the VCP and were 

witnessed by the international community.  The VCP quickly violated and 

discarded them.  An agreement with an individual or smaller [Vietnamese] parties 

stood a grim chance of being honoured, if at all.   

 

Therefore, making peace and forming an alliance or unifying with the Vietnamese 

communists, would sooner or later, end up being controlled and manipulated by 

them.  There will be no freedom of any sort.  Those who still dream of doing so 

would do well to remember a few famous lines from the dialogue between HCM 

and Daniel Guerin in Paris.  “All those who do not follow the line which I have laid 

down will be broken.”
36
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*   Unite is to be abused to the bone. 

 

When the Viet Minh initiated the war against French colonialism, many non-

communist nationalists helped out in the resistance.  Not only those at the front but 

also those behind the front line participated and did it by any means possible.  

Those with the most to give were the ones noticed by the Viet Minh.   

 

After the war ended, and with the help of China from 1951 onwards, the 

communists carried out the so-called “land reform” similar to Mao’s “Cultural 

Revolution”.  They attacked the possessive individualists [private owners, 

landowners and capitalists].  Those deemed “patriotic contributors” at the 

beginning of the war were suddenly considered “enemies” of the State 

[privatization, land possession or intellectual capitalists].  Many were left, after 

their deaths, without proper burials.   

 

Take the case of Madam Nguyen Thi Nam (aka Cat Hanh Long) in Dong Hy, City 

of Thai Nguyen, whom once housed many communist leaders from HCM to 

Truong Chinh, Pham Van Dong, Nguyen Duy Trinh and Hoang Quoc Viet.  She 

was among the first to be sued and belittled as a “land privateer” [capitalist owner].  

She called upon HCM for help, but he looked the other way, and then they killed 

her (VTH, p. 222).  So, to unite with the communists was to be abused and used in 

a momentary period and then discarded.  As one Vietnamese proverb dictates: 

“Use the [fruit] juice, throw out the peel”.   

 

Similarly, Nong Thi Xuan lived common law with HCM and had a son.  Ho Chi 

Minh no longer cared for her and let the Minister of Interior, Tran Quoc Hoan, 

freely rape her and then threw her body out onto the street in order to stage an 

accident (VTH, p. 607).   

 

Imagine such an act against someone you once lived with and imagine going 

against those who wanted to “unite” with HCM and his Party!  Since the Land 

Reform in 1953 to the so-called “counter revolution against the Party” (1967) 

orchestrated by Le Duan and Le Duc Tho, HCM simply looked away from all his 

former supporters and let them suffer or be killed at the hands of his cronies.
37

  

 

Just as HCM, so too was General Vo Nguyen Giap.  Many of his right hand men 

were eliminated one by one in the 1960’s during the time of the so-called “to be 

reassessed or against the Party”.   
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It was their ideas that were to be assessed because they were different than the 

official party line so they were deemed counter productive to the Party.  They were 

sentenced to prison or put to death.  Giap never once raised a word to protect his 

men.   

 

Whether in politics or as a private individual, to unite with the communists is to let 

them abuse you then discard you as a useless shell and to never hope for an ounce 

of human decency or compassion. 

 

5.-   THE MYTH OF LIBERATING THE PEOPLE 
 

In the text Self-Criticism (Tu phan) or Phan Boi Chau’s Chronicle (Nien bieu), 

Phan Boi Chau mentioned of a meeting with two Soviets in 1920 by the names of 

Grigorij and Voitinski and a Soviet embassy officer in Peking (Beijing, China).  

Chau expressed his intention of asking the Russians for help in getting more 

Vietnamese students enrolled in Russian schools.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phan Boi Chau (1867-1940) 

 

The officer said that the one condition for enrollment would be that the graduates 

would “respect and believe in communism and that they must assume the 

responsibility of propagandizing the philosophy of the workers and farmers [sickle 

and hammer], to carry out efforts of completing the revolution.”   
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He also asked that Chau describes, in detail, everything he could about the French 

and requested that he writes it in English.  No doubt, Chau was taken aback by the 

conditions and did not meet up with the Russians again.  Phan Boi Chau explained 

that since he did not write in English, he could not “return such favours”.
38

  

 

In reality, this was only an excuse to get out of a sticky situation.  He had more 

than enough interpreters to carry out the request.  Chau did not understand 

Japanese but he did ask Liang Ch’i-ch’ao, being Chinese, to introduce him to 

Japanese Count Okuma Shinegnobu and Viscount Inukai Ki.  Furthermore, if Chau 

really wanted to contact the Russian Embassy, the Embassy staff would have 

provided Chinese interpreters for him. 

 

A point to remember is the Soviet Revolution took place on November 7, 1917.  It 

took the Bolscheviks some time (1917 to 1922) to rid themselves from the royal 

Menshevicks [loyalists to the King – feudal system].  They had to consolidate 

internal affairs before expanding and flexing their muscles outside the Russian 

border.   

 

At the beginning of the 20
th
 century, the Soviets had a dream of forming a new red 

super power under the banner of communism.  In order for them to address these 

needs, they had to handle issues arising from countries that once had colonies in 

the 19
th

 century. 

 

To accomplish this, the Soviets carried out a strategy of “liberating the people”.  

They encouraged the colonies to rise against the existing western powers in order 

to secure independence while, at the same time, participating in the communist 

league with the Soviets.  In the “Thesis on the National and Colonial Questions”, 

the second Congress of the Third International in Petrograd from 19 to 23 July, 

1920, and then in Moscow 24 June to 7 August, 1920, dictated that “all political 

governments and parties must abandon previous imperialists [including 

capitalists].  They must push for the liberation of the colonies.  They must chase 

away the very roots of imperialism of each proper country in the colonies and they 

must do this, not only by words but also by actions.”
 39

  This is the reason why the 

Comintern arranged for Nguyen Ai Quoc (HCM) to come to Russia in June, 1923.  

They wanted him to be trained as “a pioneering soldier” and to propagate 

communism in Asia and combat the colonialists, the enemy of the Soviet.  This is 

why HCM had written Le proces de la colonisation française (French Colonialism 

on Trial ) in 1925. 
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If the Russian counselor had asked Phan Boi Chau to respect the philosophy of 

communism and carry out its propaganda, without a doubt, HCM and other 

Vietnameses in the Third International would have been asked to obey the same 

tenets. 

 

This means that right after arriving in Russia in 1923, HCM (aka NAQ) must have 

been sworn in and vowed to carry out the tenets prior to being accepted.  From the 

very start, HCM agreed to be a crony for the Soviets and to the job of realizing 

their goals by finding ways of combating their enemy and expanding communist 

powers.  Ho Chi Minh and his communist followers have hidden these facts very 

carefully.  Is it possible, that the fact both generations of father and son (HCM) 

failed so miserably in serving the French and securing a decent living under the 

colonialists led to the actions of HMC to obtain the power that once eluded him all 

these years? 

 

After serving in the Borodin embassy in China, HCM could not be trusted by the 

Third International, as it fears his working as a double agent while still in Hong 

Kong in 1931.  Ho Chi Minh was detained in Russia from 1933 to 1938.  Before 

the Second World War expanded into the far east in 1939, Japan had competed 

directly against the Soviet in grabbing power in Manchuria and Korea.  This was 

especially the case after the royalists controlled the Japanese government and 

carried out the imperialist policy of invading neighbouring countries [for 

resources].  The Third International immediately ordered HCM to come to China 

in the autumn of 1939 to organize anti Japanese counter-espionage in Asia.  To see 

exactly the true nature of the cohesiveness between HCM and his followers in 

serving communism, you only need to read a few lines written by the communist 

historians. 

 

“After learning the political environment in Vietnam and Indochina, Ho Chi Minh 

organized and chaired the 8
th
 Conference of the Central Committee of the Eastern 

Pacific Comintern on May 10, 1941, in Pac-Bo [Vietnam] on behalf of the Third 

International.  Comrades Truong Chinh, Hoang Van Thu, Hoang Quoc Viet, 

Phung Chi Kien and delegate comrades from Northern and Central Vietnam and 

as well as comrades abroad all attended.  The Conference carefully analyzed the 

political scene of the world and in Vietnam and projected the future of the world 

war.  Then stated: “if the first democratic socialist [communist] country (the 

Soviet) emerged after the First World War then the Second World War will bring 

about the success of many countries’ revolutions and, therefore, more democratic 

socialist countries will be born.” 
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The VCP emphasized that the Vietnamese revolution must be considered as a 

single part of the World Communist Revolution which is seen as the democratic 

movement to revolt against the Fascists and with a special emphasis on making 

every effort to help the Soviets and the Chinese [Mao-Zedong] Revolution.”
 40

   

 

To support the Soviets and Communist China is to realize and perform the duties 

of a communist member of the VCP led by HCM.  Since abandoning France for 

Russia in 1923, he promised the Soviets that he would directly compete for land 

and control against the country’s imperialist [capitalist] colonies, and to also 

strengthen the communist international.  When HCM returned to Pac-Bo, he began 

identifying and renaming some of Vietnam’s historic landmarks.  These names 

represented his communist teachers.  “Here flows the river Lenin.  There stands the 

Marx mountain.” (BNCLSD, p. 73).  In the history of Vietnam, no one has ever 

used a foreigner’s name to identify the land of Vietnam.   

 

A book named Write to Mother and the National Assembly by Nguyen Van Tran, a 

communist veteran and long-time member of the VCP, reports that the very name 

“Labour Party” was suggested by Stalin.
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  It was Stalin himself who pushed HCM 

to carry out the land reform when they first met in 1950.
42

  Mao-Zedong trained his 

crony comrades to organize and carry out the land reform in Vietnam.
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Since HCM was already committed to the cause of the Soviets, he simply 

employed the strategy of liberating the land and gaining independence for the 

people.  He transformed the war against the French colonialists into a war between 

the two super powers of communism and capitalism.  Only this time, the war was 

fought on Vietnamese soil and in the context of a civil war between the Southern 

Republicans and the Northern Communists, calling themselves democratic 

socialists.  During the war of invasion in the 1960s, Le Duan, the first secretary of 

the Labour Party (Secretary General of the VCP in 1976), always maintained “we 

fight the Americans for the Soviets and for the Chinese.”(VTH, p. 422) (Nguyen 

Manh Cam, former Vietnam’s Foreign Minister, BBC Interview Jan. 24, 2013.) 

 

From Day one, HCM and the VCP maintained the role of “mercenary” [paid-for-

service] soldiers for the Soviet Union and China and sacrificing the lives of the 

Vietnamese people.  A famous poet named Phung Quan once wrote: “... they 

(HCM and comrades) use the people’s blood [lives] as if they were fake 

money…!”
44
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It was HCM and his comrades who pushed the Vietnamese nationalists and 

republicans into forming an alliance with French, and then the Americans, to arrest 

the spreading communism in Vietnam and the avoidance of total destruction by the 

communists. 

 

With great support from the Soviet Union and the People’s Republic of China 

(PRC), the expansion of communism in Vietnam can be divided into three phases.  

One, the forming of bases and organizing functioning bodies in North Vietnam 

after the early 1940 and 1945 takeover.  Two, employing the strategy of 

“Liberation from colonialism and gaining Independence” to get people involved to 

take over half the country, north of the 17
th

 latitude, using The Geneva Agreement 

in 1954.  Three, HCM and the VCP’s continuing action to organize the invasion of 

South Viet Nam (republican) from 1960 until completion in 1975.  

 

Before overtaking the North, HCM and the VCP had already organized the land 

reform that continued until 1956.  It created disastrous results and placed absolute 

fear in the mind of the North Vietnamese when hundreds of thousands of innocent 

people were killed.  It effectively paralyzed the people’s potential to resist foreign 

invaders.  One is all too familiar with the public denunciation that caused such 

horrific devastation and destruction.  Such inhumanity destroys the very fabric of 

our society, the ethics of being human and the family bond.  People could no 

longer look each other in the face or dared to acknowledge the existence of others.  

An officer in the communist rank once voiced, “he [Ho Chi Minh] transformed 

decent and innocent people into devils.  He is Lucifer incarnated.” (VTH, p. 249)  

 

Culturally, HCM and the VCP eliminated all religions and confiscated any 

previous government textbooks.  They only allowed communist subjects such as 

the history of communism, and poets of the communist world to be taught in the 

schools.  All contents for debate and ideas for literature writing revolved around a 

handful of poems by HCM or To Huu.  Between 1956-1958, all those not 

conforming to these ideas or praising the communists were either denounced or 

imprisoned in the so-called cultural case “Nhan Van Giai Pham” [Human Culture 

Magazine]. 

 

After this period, artists who had to earn a living had no choice but to go 

underground or write as dictated by the VCP.  The long-term goal of silencing the 

artists was to quickly eliminate all those opposing voices in North Vietnam so the 

VCP could invade the South.   
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The artists have always been sensitive to human pain and suffering and if left 

unchecked, they would be the first to voice their anger against the invasion by the 

communist North. 

 

Economically, HCM and the VCP used the noun “revolution” but, in fact, 

eliminated the free market by forcing the people of the North into an economy 

centralized by the communists which was similar to that of the Soviet and 

Communist China.  They confiscated the land then placed the farmers under the 

direction of the Party.  The private ownership of stores and boutiques became 

centralized and fell into the hands of the Party.  It did not take long for the 

economy to deteriorate under the leadership of HCM and the communists.   

 

The economy was no longer self sufficient due to a lack of competition and new 

ideas.  Ho Chi Minh had to repeatedly ask the Soviet and China for help.  People 

said that even a simple sewing needle had to be imported from China.  The more 

help they received, the more dependent North Vietnam became on other 

communist countries.  The only means of paying back their debt was in raw 

materials such as their coal and metals.  Even today, the debt is yet to be paid off. 

 

Ho Chi Minh and the VCP continued applying the same strategy of liberating after 

invading South Vietnam after 1954.  In 1972, the Americans signed treaties with 

China and found a “peaceful solution” to withdraw American soldiers from 

Vietnam and change political policy in Asia.   

 

The Paris Treaty of 1973 put South Vietnam (Republican) into a difficult situation 

with little backing or help.  The communist North, with the backing of China and 

the Soviet, slowly engulfed the South in 1975.  The strategies applied in the North 

in 1954 were applied again in the South in 1975.  In religion, as in politics and 

culture, the communists forced the South to conform.   

 

Economically they scored well, for the South was getting stronger since 1954 and 

its citizens were rich.  The communists confiscated 16 tons of gold and countless 

private properties of the upper classes they deem “comprador ”.
45

  They reprinted 

and changed money many times in order to control the exchange and nationalized 

properties and private companies.   

 

The South was a rich land, both in manpower and natural resources but under the 

communist rule of dictatorship, citizens of the South quickly became impoverished 

more than ever before. 
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In the September 2, 1945 Declaration of Independence by the Viet Minh, HCM 

once wrote: “They [the French colonialists] built more prisons than schools.  They 

heartlessly killed our beloved compatriots.  They bathed our uprising in bloodshed.  

They controlled the press and kept our citizens ignorant.  In economics, they 

exploited our manpower to the bone rendering our people poor, hungry and in 

constant need.  They blatantly robbed our farm fields and our mines of minerals 

and natural resources.  They monopolized the right to print money and to export 

and import.  They invented ridiculous taxes and rendered our already poor farmers 

and fishermen even poorer and more miserable.  They prevented our private 

property [land and shops] owners from any form of improvement.  They exploited 

our workers heartlessly.” (Chairman Ho’s Activities, The Truth, p. 113) 

   

Here you have HCM putting down the French on the one hand while on the other 

hand applying harsher practices to their own citizens once they took control of the 

country.  All Vietnamese, since 1945, have witnessed with their own eyes how the 

communists killed countless of nationalists and did it without any remorse.   

 

They imprisoned thousands more in swamps and wastelands and built more 

concentration camps under the so-called “re-education centres” than they did 

schools.  They bathed the uprising in blood and blatantly robbed land and farms, 

confiscated private corporations and eliminated private ownership.  They invented 

hundreds of new taxes rendering the poor even poorer and an already weakened 

nation even weaker 

 

The recent changes in China when Deng Xiaoping returned to power after Mao’s 

death in 1976, Glasnost (Openness) and Perestroika (Restructuring) of Gorbachev 

in Russia and the fall of the USSR in 1991 brought about a new reform.  The new 

computer age now prevented the VCP from controlling the news and the people’s 

knowledge of current affairs.   

 

The VCP had to change economically but still maintained control politically.  The 

old slogan of “Defeat America.  Save the Land.  Liberate the People” used during 

the war became all too comical and ironic to those already dead.   

 

This became especially poignant when the Hanoi government longed for the return 

of the Americans in the mid-1990s and rolled out the red carpet for the American 

president toward the end of 2000. 
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In the normal sense of the word, “liberate” is to unchain the locks and offer 

freedom or to render a state of severe oppression and control into one that is free 

and unchained.  However, with the VCP, liberating the people and the land is to 

convert Vietnam into a servant of the Soviet and Comintern, enslaving the citizens 

and forcing them into the communist way of thinking.  Governing the Vietnamese 

under a totalitarian single party, as set out by HCM and the VCP, systematically 

and continually impoverishes, exploits and robs the people. 

 

In the history of Vietnam, unlike previous wars of independence and liberation, 

HCM and the VCP were the first and only regime that abused and exploited the 

patriotic and nationalistic spirit.  As well, the Vietnamese lost the will to 

independence to fight against the French colonialists and American “imperialist” 

and were now saddled with an even greater totalitarian and oppressive regime.  It 

was a regime even greater than those imposed by the barbarian foreigners.   

 

The foreigners thought of their own interests and their country’s intersets, and 

never loved our people.  This is common sense.  HCM always professed to be 

patriotic.  So, for him, a Vietnamese, to abuse our nation’s will and hope for 

independence and to use our ancestors’ blood and bones to serve communism and 

the interests of the VCP, is indeed a great sin of historical proportion that can never 

be erased or forgotten.     

 

A question was once posed as to whether HCM actually knew, because of the need 

to revolt against the colonialists, that the application of communism in Vietnam 

would impoverish its citizens.  The answer lies during the period HCM (NAQ) 

lived in the Soviet.   

 

Ho Chi Minh arrived in Russia in 1923.  The Soviet economy was taking a beating 

and the people were poor.  Ho Chi Minh went to China the end of 1924 but 

returned to live in Russia the beginning of 1934 until October 1938, only to go to 

China again.   

 

Twice in this five-year span, HCM witnessed the totalitarian economy of the 

Soviet and the many famous five-year plans that rendered starvation as the norm 

for the Russians.  The first wave of starvation in 1921-22 killed some five million 

Russians and another six million from 1932-1933.
46

  Ho Chi Minh  must have 

known this fact because he lived in Russia during the turmoil.   
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Despite this knowledge, HCM still wanted to become a servant to the Soviets and 

then imported the kind of political practice that would eventually harm the people 

and serve his own ambition to power.  Furthermore, after 1954, HCM was still of 

sound mind yet he carried out the “land reform” (Cai cach ruong dat) and ended up 

subjecting hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese Northerners to unbearable misery 

and death but still, HCM continued his own way. 

 

Another question arises.  Had the Americans accepted HCM’s request for help in 

1945 would he have still embraced communism?  Note that immediately after 

arriving in France in 1911, the youthful Ho (Nguyen Tat Thanh – NTT) asked to 

be enrolled in the Colonial School of Paris but was rejected.   

 

Had the French accepted Ho, he would have become a colonial officer in the 

French government of Indochina.  This clearly indicates that, at the beginning of 

his adventure, HCM (NTT) did not “plan to liberate the Land ”.  He only wanted 

to find work and search for power through the French colonialists.  At that time, 

HCM truly and wholeheartedly wanted to cooperate with the French. 

 

In 1923, when HCM (NAQ) went to Russia, he must have been sworn in as a 

Comintern member and promised to carry out Marxism in Vietnam prior to being 

accepted by the Soviets.  Ho Chi Minh and the VCP never mentioned this but the 

diary of Phan Boi Chau documented it in 1920.   The Soviets asked Chau to join 

but he declined.  This is why we know the Soviets approached HCM with the same 

plan. 

 

From 1924 onwards, HCM obeyed the Comintern exactly as they directed.  Ho Chi 

Minh and his followers dreamed of power and put the VCP’s interests ahead of the 

people.  This is the reason why they would stop at nothing to expand the power of 

the VCP.  They disregarded all ethics and the love of the Land in order to grab 

power.  Even as a unit within the Comintern, Ho Chi Minh and the VCP readily 

cooperated with their enemies including the Chinese [republican] Nationalist Party 

(1944) and American intelligence to gain access to arms, medicine and financial 

help (1945). 

 

Having lived in America and Western Europe, HCM must have known that a 

democratic government does not abuse its power by executing arbitrary directives.  

They must conform to the laws set down by the Constitution and they can be easily 

voted out of office.   
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An historical example shows that despite Churchill leading England to victory in 

World War II, his Conservative Party was still voted out on July 25, 1945, right 

after the victory of the western front.  Ho Chi Minh knew all too well that in a 

communist government, leaders such as Stalin and Lenin command unlimited 

power and authority to dictate no less than that of an emperor or an absolute king 

in the feudal period. 

 

Having compared the political environment of two systems, HCM would not, in 

his right mind, followed democracy and traded it in for communism.  He could 

have still hung on to this power while climbing the ladder to absolute power in 

1945.   

 

Furthermore, other comrades and party members such as Truong Chinh, Vo 

Nguyen Giap, Pham Van Dong, Hoang Van Hoan, etc… were still waiting to 

divide the spoils of post colonial success.  These men were watched closely by the 

Comintern and they in turn watched each other.  Surely, they would not have 

allowed HCM to leave the VCP and abandon his communist membership so easily. 

 

Therefore, even if the Americans continued to aid HCM in 1945, he would have 

cooperated only momentarily while waiting to secure power and return to his roots 

as a communist leader well trained by the Soviets and with all the characteristics 

and experience of his teachers Lenin and Stalin. 

 

This leads to another perspective.  HCM knew beforehand that communism could 

only help him secure power and a government but it would only lead the country 

into misery, as seen in the case of the Soviets.  Still, HCM hung on to his personal 

dream of absolute power.  

 

 Since the beginning, HCM put personal gains and interests above those of the land 

and purposely neglected the peoples’ long-term interests.  This was a calculated 

move.  It can’t be said that these events forced his decisions nor was it beyond his 

power or control. 

 

Lastly, due to his plan to abuse the people’s will to independence to serve his own 

interests and build communism, HCM demonstrated that he did not start a war to 

liberate a country but rather exploited the new war as a means to realizing his own 

political dreams.  While doing so, he spared no cost for the blood and sweat of the 

Vietnamese to achieve his goals during the war. 
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Even though Japan had ulterior motives in the coup of March 9, 1945, at least it 

ended French colonialism and reinstated Vietnam’s independence.  The last king of 

Vietnam, Bao Dai, read the Independence Declaration on March 11, 1945 and 

eliminated all previous unfair agreements between France and Vietnam.   

 

Six months later, HCM and the Viet Minh front orchestrated another coup in 

August 1945.  He invited King Bao Dai, as consulting advisor, to stage the 

legitimacy of communist power during the transition from feudalism to democratic 

socialism [communism].  Vietnam was already an independent state not under 

French colonial control, but HCM inappropriately signed the Preliminary 

Convention on March 6, 1946 in which France recognized Vietnam as an 

autonomous and free country (un etat libre) in the Indochinese Federation and in 

the French Union (clause 1); Vietnam readily accepts the French army in 

replacement of the Chinese army during the dismissal of the Japanese army’s 

occupancy of Vietnam.(clause 2).
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Many people were opposed to the political stunt of HCM and the Viet Minh.  It 

was clear that the people were upset by the invitation of their archenemy, the 

French, to return to Vietnam soil and legitimize their political post.  It was a 

calculated move by HCM to shake hands with the French so he could buy time to 

kill and eliminate all other opposing parties such as VNQDD or Dai Viet.  Ho Chi 

Minh used the presence of his old enemy to ask for more support and participation 

from the people in balancing powers, but in reality, it was only a chess move to 

strengthen and influence the Viet Minh. 

 

After signing the Preliminary Convention, legitimizing the presence of the French 

army in Vietnam, HCM organized the uprising against the French on December 

19, 1946 leading to the French Indochina War from 1946-1954.  In 1954, The 

Geneva Treaty recognized two states in Viet Nam and the division between North-

communist and South-republican was official.  In 1956, the Soviets proposed both 

states participate as members of the United Nations.  Ho Chi Minh and the VCP, 

then called the Labour/Workers Party, were strongly opposed to this idea,
48

 and 

immediately organized to invade the South.  During the late 1950’s, the arms race 

escalated.  Ho Chi Minh was still able, and of sound mind, to lead the VCP.  It 

cannot be said that he had nothing to do with the war between the two states.  He 

must take some responsibility for causing this war.  In short, HCM was not the 

liberator he was made out to be but he was the one who continually maintained the 

war since 1945, resulting in the killing of millions of Vietnamese. 
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6.-   THE MYTH OF “HO CHI MINH’S IDEOLOGY” 
 

Where does the ideology of HCM come from?  The supporters of this phenomenon 

have existed only since the late 1980’s or early 1990’s.  It stems from the need to 

stop the weakening effects on the people by the VCP and the failing communist 

economy since 1975.  The fall of communism in Eastern Europe, leading to the 

demise of the Soviet Union, was also a contributing factor. 

 

The faltering economy of communist Vietnam peaked in the late 1970s when Do 

Muoi, a member of the Poliburo of the VCP, organized the economic reform by 

attacking the “capitalists”.  Starting in 1978, freedom of movement was forbidden 

as well as small entrepreneurs.  The intellectuals of the former government were 

sent to concentration camps and wastelands.  Countless individuals were forced 

into meaningless activities such as building massive dams by hand.  They invaded 

Cambodia in an effort to divide and conquer the will of the Southerners and to 

reduce opposition by all Vietnamese.  The people were starving and miserable.  

Even the spirit of the comrades and VCP members suffered. 

 

To rouse the people’s spirits, the Hanoi regime launched a propaganda campaign 

by boosting the ideology and image of HCM, who had already died in 1969 before 

the invasion of the South. The “Torch of HCM cross-country run” was organized 

in October 1980 and began at the HCM mausoleum in the North and continued 

through the northern villages and into the smaller cities in the South.  It was 

reminiscent of Hitler’s torch run from Nuremberg, Germany, in 1933.   

 

No amount of magical staging could change the already hardened souls of the 

people who had suffered all too long under the dictatorship.  Simple folks from the 

North and Central Vietnam had to suspend their daily activities in order to 

participate in the run.  As the torch reached the South, the support and participation 

quickly dwindled due to a lack of participation. 

 

The people wanted to tell the Hanoi regime that they needed clothing and food not 

empty promises and meaningless words.  People and cities south of Nha Trang, 

such as Saigon, knew little of this event. 

 

In 1989, Eastern Europe revolted and broke away from communism and Soviet 

Union control.  In 1991, the birthplace of communism and Comintern witnessed 

the complete fall of communism.   
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The old worn-out logo of “Hail the invincibility of Marxism-Leninism” was no 

longer effective.  The VCP was cornered and ran out of ideas in brain washing its 

comrade members and the people.  They could not explain the rather quick demise 

of the communist ideology in the birthplace of Lenin.  

  

The VCP turned to making up the “ideology of HCM” post Marx-Lenin.  From 

then on, the idealism of Hanoi and its communist followers would be built on 

Marx-Leninism and “Ho-Chi-Minh-ism”.  This was an invented phenomenon.  To 

modify the faltering ideology of communism in Vietnam, the VCP and Hanoi 

regime altered the constitution and officially adopted Ho-Chi-Minh-ism in the 

Article 4 of the 1992 Constitution.
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The ideology of HCM according to the VCP:  “Tu tuong” in Vietnamese means 

“ideology” and bears two meanings.  The first meaning, in the strict sense, is a 

person’s thinking or ideas about life’s events.  This thinking mode would direct 

that person to act in a certain way or to organize his will.  The second meaning, in 

the broad sense, is the system of thinking or deduction of a person or organization 

toward an important act or event and to logically help educate or lead a person 

towards a certain direction.  In the second definition, ideology is synonymous with 

“philosophy”.  For example, “tu tuong Phat giao” (Buddhism, ideology of the 

Buddha), the ideology of Rene Descartes (1596-1650, French philosopher and 

mathematician). 

 

When venerating the ideology of HCM, the VCP categorized this “-ism” in the 

broad sense.  There was no formal or systemic presentation of this philosophy.  In 

contrast, during the second Indochina Communist Party (ICP or VCP) Congress in 

Tuyen Quang in February 1951, when the ICP received its new official name of 

Labour Party (dang Lao Dong), Ho Chi Minh stated, “on logistics, the Lao Dong 

follows Marx-Leninism ... using the ideology of Mao-Zedong as a directional 

[philosophical] guide.”  A delegate from the South, named Nguyen Van Tran, 

asked HCM the following: “Some comrades mentioned about writing the ideology 

of Mao and Ho.”  HCM replied: “No, I have no other ideology than that of Marx-

Lenin.” 
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At the same Congress, HCM repeatedly declared: “Other people can be wrong, but 

comrade Stalin and comrade Mao could never be wrong.” 
51

  Another time, 

someone asked HCM to write a book on communism principles or a synthesis, but 

he answered that he didn’t need to write about it because comrade Mao already 

did.
52
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The VCP sang the praises of HCM as the “liberator of the Land ”.  In fact, HCM 

opposed France because he was not allowed to attend the Colonial School in Paris 

and so he clung on to the idea of revenge.  Had he been accepted into this school 

and then became a French colonial officer, he would not have opposed France.   

 

Even if HCM was a “liberator of the Land ”, he had not put forth any new 

ideology of uprising for independence nor any philosophical advances in the field 

of revolution or uprising.  The fight for independence and the will to be free and 

autonomous have always been deeply etched in the psyche of every Vietnamese 

from one generation to another since the birth of the Land some 2000 years ago 

[the uprising of the two Trung sisters in 40 AD].  This is why Vietnam has existed 

as an independent and autonomous land despite the countless foreign invasions. 

 

The VCP even credited HCM with the concept of combining the revolution with 

class struggle and socialism.  In fact, it was Lenin who, as a Russian revolutionist 

in 1917, pushed forward this idea.  Forming an alliance and bridging the workers 

and farmers against feudalism and colonialism was not introduced by HCM but by 

Mao who used the farmers to besiege the city when applying Marx-Leninism in 

China.  Josip Broz Tito (Yugoslavia) introduced the idea of a party and 

communism to an independent state not belonging to Comintern in 1948.  Ho Chi 

Minh never touched on Tito-ism.  In short, HCM never had his own philosophy to 

become the kind of visionary person drummed up by the VCP. 

 

Since HCM did not have a set philosophy of his own, his followers had a field day 

in inventing all sorts of “-isms” then simply labeled them with HCM’s name.  They 

gathered together some isolated sayings and speeches and then declared them as 

“HCM ideology”.  They simply explained their thoughts by improvising [ad-

libium] and calling it “Ho-Chi-Minh-ism”.  It was similar to the many illogical 

explanations given by a fortune-teller or a “feng-shui” such as Nguyen Binh 

Khiem (a Vietnamese “Nostradamus”).  When reading, one can easily say that 

HCM was a potpourri of what was already practiced by many politicians in the east 

and west in terms of culture, philosophy and politics. 

 

The declaration of the birth of the Democratic Socialist of Vietnam, read by HCM 

on Sept. 2, 1945, often referred by the VCP as the Declaration of Independence, 

borrows heavily from the French and Americans.  Of course, it was no secret that 

the advisor who helped Ho to write this declaration was an American officer 

named Major Archimedes L. A. Patti.
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In a political meeting of more than three thousand teachers from grades 6 to 12 that 

was organized by the Ministry of Education in Hanoi on Sept. 13, 1958, HCM 

wrote “To harvest the fruit of ten years, plant a tree.  The fruit of one hundred 

years plants (shapes) a person” (Nhan Dan newspaper 14-9-1958).   

 

These words hung as banners in all middle schools under the communist regime 

and were considered among the greatest original philosophical sayings of HCM 

about the making of great men for a country.  These were actually spoken by 

Kwan-Tsu (a Chinese scholar) over two thousand years ago, in Spring and Autumn 

period (722-479 BC) in China. 

 

One motto considered to be among the leading thoughts of great importance from 

HCM was “Be impartial and fair, exercise frugality and maintain honesty and 

integrity”.  This proverbial saying came from the ancient Confucius text two 

thousand years ago.  At least the true teachings of these words have produced 

countless fair and honest men and women of great integrity in many dynasties and 

societies.   

 

In contrast, the empty and endless copying of these words by HCM only served to 

cover up a totalitarian regime inebriated by power and bribery at all levels.  It is a 

fact known to all Vietnamese and foreigners alike.   

 

As to “Nothing is more precious than freedom” by HCM, a professor at the Ho Chi 

Minh Institute explains “…freedom here is not a personal type of freedom.  Ho Chi 

Minh only talks of freedom for a people as a national independence.  So, personal 

freedom is only a capitalist freedom [to have certain private ownership of 

goods].”
54

  To be fair, it was the very fact that HCM and the VCP were able to 

abuse the will to independence and the love of freedom of the people, which 

enabled them to successfully trick the nation and mislead Vietnam into the 

domination by communism. 

 

These examples help demonstrate the so-called HCM-ism, as defined by the 

communist party.  They are merely a patchy collection of proverbs from across the 

globe of time gone by bearing the Ho name.  The reason why Ho and his cronies 

dared to use these borrowed ideas as if they were their own is that the North had 

been totally isolated from the rest of the world since 1954.  The VCP controlled all 

means of information as sanctioned by the communist party, including radio and 

television stations, newspapers and books, etc.    
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In this environment, HCM could quote anything and claim it as his own as he 

deemed fit.  No one would have a reference to compare to.  Even if they did, it 

would have been silenced and its owner imprisoned for owning a “counter-

revolutionary article” under HCM’s totalitarian regime. 

 

Ho Chi Minh’s real name is Nguyen Sinh Cung.  He borrowed the name Nguyen 

Ai Quoc from Phan Chau Trinh, Phan Van Truong and Nguyen The Truyen.
55

  The 

name “Ho Chi Minh” was also borrowed from Ho Hoc Lam.  Ho Chi Minh not 

only took over the name from Ho Hoc Lam in 1940, he (NAQ) even misled the 

Vietnamese and Chinese nationalists by using the name of the League for the 

Independence of Vietnam (or Viet Minh Front) from its founders Ho Hoc Lam and 

Nguyen Hai Than in 1936 (China).
56

  He did this in order to continue receiving aid 

from the Chinese Nationalist [republican] Party. 

  

According to the VCP document, Le proces de la colonisation française (French 

Colonialism on Trial) was published in 1925 and written by HCM (NAQ) in 1921. 

(NBCLSD, p. 29)  Some documents argue that HCM couldn’t have written this 

text because his French was not good enough at the time.  They also claim that he 

had copied the contents of “The Indochina Political Comment”, an argumentative 

thesis, by Phan Chau Trinh that was translated by Trinh’s friend Jules Roux and 

offered to the French government when Albert Sarraut was about to become 

governor general of Indochina (first term 1911-1914, second term 1917-1919).  

“This text was altered minimally by HCM and given a new title and fowarded by 

lawyer Phan Van Truong at his request prior to publication.”
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Not only had HCM borrowed the ideas of leading world thinkers, he also copied 

other books and poems and then presented them as his own.  A rather well known 

publication by HCM was Prison Diary.  Researcher Le Huu Muc meticulously 

analyzed this book and concluded: “My analysis indicates that Ly, the scholar, is 

the author of three-quarters of this text, the rest could be considered the work of 

Ho Chi Minh.  I mention “could be” only because I cannot tell with any degree of 

certainty which part belongs to Ho Chi Minh  himself and which belong to other 

authors.”
58

   

 

In addition to discoveries by Prof. Le Huu Muc, author Daniel Hemery’s book Ho 

Chi Minh - De l’Indochine au Vietnam [Ho Chi Minh - From Indochina to 

Vietnam] had also reprinted the original cover in Chinese character of the Diary in 

Prison, showing the clear dates of writing from August 29, 1932 to Sept. 10, 1933 

(p. 85).   
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However, the first  edition of Diary in Prison in 1960 by the Van Hoc [Literature] 

Publisher in Hanoi, that reused the same original cover in Chinese character but 

without such dates, and stated in the “Preface” that “This is the diary of Chairman 

Ho, consisting of poems he wrote in prison from Fall 1942 to Fall 1943.”
 59

   This 

evidence further proves that HCM was not the author of Diary in Prison. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(The  original  cover in Chinese              (Diary in Prison in 1960 by the 

character of the Diary in Prison,                       Van  Hoc  Publisher in  Hanoi, 

dated  29-8-1932 to 10-9-1933)                                 without dates.) 

(Source: Daniel Hemery, p. 85.) 

 

There is one more important detail.  In all of HCM texts, he never mentioned 

Prison Diary anywhere.  The publisher Van Hoc in Hanoi released this text in 

1960, when HCM was not too old, he made no mention of it.  He did not confirm 

or deny that the text belonged to him.  He decided to play it safe because if 

someone, such as Professor Le Huu Muc, ever discovered its true origin, he would 

not have to back track.  Indeed, this was the work of his cronies of lower rank.  Ho 

Chi Minh was calculating and cunning in every detail of his life. 

 

When the VCP authorized the publisher Van Hoc to release the diary in 1960, it 

was to polish up the image of HCM as an author who was frequently jailed in his 

epic struggle for independence.  It also bolstered the idea of his ability to write 

Chinese poetry and to negotiate the sympathy of foreign writers and artists around 

the globe and then draw them into his spell in the fight against the Republic of 

(South) Vietnam. 
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It is not certain whether HCM himself or his followers copied the other authors in 

the campaign to polish up his image.  Either way, they only succeeded in harming 

it.  The most damaging, of course, was the invention of the “ideology of HCM” 

post Marx-Leninism.  Ho Chi Minh never was a thinker or a political theorist.  In 

the book Ho Chi Minh by the French historian Jean Lacouture, Jean admitted on 

two occasions that HCM was not a theorist, even when Jean was leftist (pro-

socialist).
60

  People talk of Marxism, Leninism, Stalinism, Titoism, Maoism but 

never of Ho-ism.
61

  Ho Chi Minh was, in reality, a practical politician, a tactician 

with a good reaction to his contemporaries.  He was an excellent actor (Bernard 

Fall, Les deux Viet-Nam, p. 102; VTH, p. 459) with an unparalleled vice and a 

thirst for blood.
62

  The very fact that the Politburo of the VCP polished “Ho-ism” 

then entered it into the Constitution in 1992 only backfired and created further 

skepticism by exposing the true fact that HCM had no original ideas or special 

thoughts of his own.  

 

The true characters of “Ho-ism”: Ho Chi Minh was but a normal man, so he had 

normal thoughts just like everyone else.  So, what are the true characters of “Ho-

ism”?  One cannot blame the young HCM when applying to work for the French 

after leaving Vietnam.  When arriving in France, the idea of cooperating with the 

French developed strongly to the point of pushing him forth in applying for 

enrollment in the Colonial School of Paris with the long time dream of “becoming 

useful to France”. (cf... letter of application to the President and a separate letter to 

the Minister of Colonial Affairs).  Later on, from New York, with a new name 

Paul, he wrote to French governor in Hue a letter asking for a personal favour, 

namely a job for his father.  Six years prior to these events, on August 15, 1906, a 

contemporary named Phan Chau Trinh wrote a letter to the French Government 

explaining the misery and harsh treatment of the Vietnamese.  He asked if France 

would listen to his ideas in bringing happiness to his people.   

 

In contrast, Paul Tat Thanh (HCM) wrote to a higher authority asking for personal 

favours.  Ho’s trust was so absolute that he even used the French delegate’s 

address to communicate and send money to his father. 

 

The more committed to the cause, the greater the bitterness of failure.  Too bitter at 

having France deny the dreams of sincere commitment by becoming a colonial 

officer, the young HCM (NTT) turned to the “ideology of hating France”.  In 

some of the Paris newspapers, HCM took the pen name “Nguyen O Phap”, literally 

“the man named Nguyen-who-hates-France”.
63
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Since then, he participated in activities against the French Government and joined 

the Communist Party to serve the Comintern. Opposing France was the will of the 

people but abusing their desire for independence was in direct conflict and went 

against the nation’s wishes.  Gaining ground by bringing in communism, 

organizing class struggle, dividing the land, building a totalitarian regime and 

putting the interests of the Comintern and the VCP above those of the country were 

deeds that should be deemed a betrayal and harmful ideology.  

 

Having abused the indomitable spirit of the people and struggled successfully 

against the French, HCM seized power and initiated the “ideology of enjoyment”.  

He entrusted comrades Truong Chinh, Le Duan, Le Duc Tho, Vo Nguyen Giap 

with the task of undermining the country’s politics and the abuse of absolute 

power, so that he could hang on to the chairman’s seat, and enjoy a luxurious 

hidden life with exorbitant and wasteful expenditures.  He even entertained the 

“ideology of hedonism”.  Having a private sexual life is not for discussion, but 

killing former lovers is abnormal and must be considered vicious.  

 

Before his death, the venerated Tran Hung Dao requested family members to 

cremate his body and bury his ashes so they would dissolve into the soil quickly 

and fertilize the garden trees so no one would know.
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  This most venerable of 

noblemen wanted his remains to embrace the earth and land so endearing to him 

once more so that no one would need to spend the time in worshipping him.  This 

is the true and noble spirit of a living saint.   

 

In contrast, HCM left a will requesting to be cremated and “his ashes be divided 

into three ceramic urns, one for each part of Vietnam, North, South and Central.  

The urns should be buried without any engraved tombstone but build a simple and 

roomy house with good ventilation so that visitors will have a place to rest.”   It is 

clear, that even in death,   HCM still hung on to the “ideology of fame” and the 

“ideology of self worship”. 

 

During the Tet (Vietnamese New Year) Festival 2001, page 34 of the newspaper 

Tuoi Tre  (The Youth) in HCM City listed the idols of the new generation.  Even in 

the face of continuous propaganda by the Central Committee of the VCP, HCM 

received only 8.5 percent of the votes while the recently know American 

businessman Bill Gates received 11.5 percent.  This indicates, except for the few 

comrades and the VCP members, that the people cared little about HCM, even 

while living under a regime that is always trying to polish up and advertise “Ho-

ism”.  
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Today, in Vietnam, Marx-Leninism and the busts of HCM are only vestiges and 

buoys for the VCP to maintain absolute and dictatorial power based on brute force.   

 

Meanwhile, the people and overseas opinions have raised their voices to eliminate 

Article 4 of the 1992 Constitution of communist Hanoi, that is, to eliminate the 

absolute privileges of the VCP and the Marx-Leninism along with “Ho-ism”. 

Article 4 of the 1992 Constitution mirrored Article 6 of the 1980 Soviet Union 

Constitution.   

 

When the progressive members of the Soviet Communist Party wanted to eliminate 

Article 6, they were strongly opposed by the conservatives.  “That occurred when 

Article 6 of the Soviet Constitution, on the “leading and guiding role” of the 

Communist Party in the life of state, was about to be repealed.  The amendment 

immediately faced resistance.  Groups that feared the loss of their one-time 

omnipotence rallied together.”
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In the end, in 1991, the Russian people rose to overthrow not only Article 6 but the 

entire Constitution itself.  Sooner or later, the Vietnamese people will do the same 

whether or not the VCP wants to cling on to its power or preserve its respective 

Article 4.      

 

7.   THE MYTH OF THE HO MAUSOLEUM 
 

Ho Chi Minh died on Sept. 2, 1969.  September 2
nd

 is the National (Independence) 

Day of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV).  The VCP, fearing a bad 

omen, changed Ho’s death to Sept. 3, 1969.  Ho’s Testament was edited and some 

passages rewritten by order of Le Duan, the first Secretary of the Labour Party 

(VCP), redated May 5, 1969 before to release. 
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The 1969 version of the will, edited by the VCP, mentioned nothing about 

interning HCM’s body.  The first version, typed by HCM and signed on 15 May, 

1965, contained a clause witnessed by Le Duan, then the first Secretary of the 

Central Committee of the VCP.   

 

Ho wrote: “I request that my body be cremated.  I hope that cremation will become 

more accepted in time.  The ashes can be buried on a hill.  There are some nice 

hills near Tam Dao and Ba Vi.  Near the burial site, build a simple and roomy 

house with good ventilation so that visitors will have a place to rest.”   
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This differed somewhat from the 1968 version in which the scattering of the ashes 

over three parts of Vietnam, North, South and Central was mentioned “...divide the 

ashes into three ceramic urns, one for each part of Vieät Nam, North, South and 

Central.  The urns should be buried without any engraved tombstone.”
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Between 1965-1968, a special team of three Vietnamese doctors, Nguyen Gia 

Quyen, Chief of Surgery of the Military Infirmary 108, Le Ngoc Man, Chief of 

Internal Medicine at Bach Mai Hospital and Le Dieu, Chief of the Trauma 

Department at the Viet-Soviet Hospital, arrived in Moscow.   

 

The team stayed in Russia for three months to study the technique of the initial 

phase of embalming that takes up to 15-20 days while the final phase would be 

performed by the Soviet physicians.  The Vietnamese Embalming Group, led by 

Nguyen Gia Quyen, was officially formed in June 1968.
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So, the preservation of HCM’s body was decided by the VCP in 1967 when HCM 

was still alive.  Ho Chi Minh was still of sound mind when he ordered the start of 

the 1968 Mau Than Tet Offensive (Vietnamese New Year of the Monkey) through 

the release of his poem on Radio Hanoi.   

 

He must have known about the embalming decision and did not order it to be 

stopped.  Ho Chi Minh’s silence alone acknowledged his consent and collusion 

with the Politburo.  He was far too cunning to admit to this decision.   

 

He allowed the preservation to be carried out because he quietly wanted future 

generations to worship him.  This is contradicted in the 1968 version of the will “to 

cremate” HCM’s body.  This fact indicates once more that even on his deathbed 

HCM was never truthful or sincere and his words and deeds bordered on being 

hypocritical. 

 

At a meeting on Nov. 29, 1969, some three months after HCM’s death, the 

Politburo ordered the embalming and the building of a modern mausoleum that 

would preserve the traditional characters.
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   The corpse would have decayed 

within three months, so the order must have come immediately after Ho’s death. 

 

According to the words of the Lenin Mausoleum Team, on August 28, 1969, five 

members comprising of Debov, Polukhin, Michaelov, Kharascov and Saterov, 

arrived in Hanoi.   
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On Sept. 2, at 11: AM, the team arrived at the 108 Military Infirmary in the 

presence of Nguyen Luong Bang, Le Quang Dao, Phung The Tai.  Polukhin and 

Michaelov began the embalming process and after three days, the body of HCM 

was moved to the Ba Dinh Square on the eve of Sept. 5, 1969.
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Originally, the Soviet team wanted to fly HCM’s body to Russia because Vietnam 

lacked the necessary means to perform the embalming.  Le Duan was notified of 

this decision but opposed it for fear the Soviets would hold the body as a 

bargaining chip (blackmail).  During this time, Soviet Prime Minister Kosygin was 

attending the funeral rites in Vietnam.  He intervened and requested that his 

government provide all the necessary means to preserve HCM’s body in 

Vietnam.
69 

  

 

Meanwhile, the war escalated.  The bombing of Hanoi by the Americans forced the 

entire team to evacuate to a large cave near the Da River (Song Da).  Despite the 

eight-month long process and the warm climate in Vietnam, the team was 

confident the body would be preserved for a long time.  After the signing of The 

Paris Peace Treaty on Jan. 27, 1973, the Americans stopped bombing the North 

and in 1975, HCM was laid to rest in the mausoleum at Ba Dinh. 
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When the VCP Politburo decided to build the HCM mausoleum, two questions 

arose.  Did they build it as a gesture of respect?  Why would these materialist 

communists build a shrine like the ones built for the despised kings and lords of the 

disposed feudal state? 

 

First of all, HCM was the top leader of the VCP.  From the outside, he was 

respected but from the inside, comrade party members took an opposite view.  

Take the example of Madam Xuan, HCM’s wife who was raped by his comrade 

Tran Quoc Hoan.   

 

A new document indicates Le Duan, Le Duc Tho and Tran Quoc Hoan plotted an 

assassination against HCM in 1967.  The same document details that a pilot named 

Thang flew HCM from Bejing to Hanoi on Dec. 23, 1967.  When they were  

approaching the runway, “the signal lights malfunctioned and the plane could not 

land.  He called the control tower many times but there was no answer.  He tried 

landing the plane manually by memory.  He was lucky and landed safety.”
70

  After 

HCM died in 1969, his cronies edited his will and went against his final wishes 

altogether. 
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Secondly, communism is dialectical materialism and, therefore, atheistic.  It sets 

out to put down, and if possible, eliminate all religions, destroy temples and holy 

places and ransack houses of worship.  So, why then, go against HCM’s will and 

build a glorifying mausoleum and preserve his body for all to worship? 

 

Before his death, HCM wrote: “so I wrote these lines in case I would soon meet 

Karl Marx, Vladimir Lenin and other elder comrades.” (BNCLSD, p. 171).  This 

indicates that HCM believed that the soul exists after death.  He had gone against 

the materialist belief and returned to the traditional belief of man and land. 

 

As for the VCP Politburo, surely it wasn’t that they believed in the existence of the 

soul when they built the mausoleum.  To defend their view as to why they altered 

Ho’s will was explained in 1989.  “The reason for not publishing Ho Chi Minh’s 

request to be cremated is that the Politburo of the Third Executive VCP Central 

Committee reacted to the wishes of the people.  They deemed it necessary to 

preserve his body so that all people, especially the South, and international friends 

could visit him and share with him their feelings.  This is why we, the Central 

Committee members, asked his permission to do otherwise.”
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Ho Chi Minh was already dead.  How could they have asked him?  This was done 

as a cover up, to yet, another ulterior motive by the leaders of the VCP.  Many 

motives can be summed up as follows: 

 

Legitimize and Glorify VCP Power of Inheritance:  In democratic countries, 

political legislation clearly dictates the transfer of power.  A new government must 

go through proper elective procedures, which are open to all free citizens, and the 

decision belongs to the voters.  At times, the vote is to elect a representative, at 

other times, to bring in a new Parliament, Congress or a House of Commons.  The 

newly elected governing body would select or elect a new leader.  There is no such 

thing as power inheritance in a feudal, communist or a totalitarian regime.  This is 

the precise reason why the VCP came up with the idea of forming new 

governments through glorification of inheritance. 

 

A long time ago, emperors of previous dynasties routinely conferred the title of 

“Lords” and “Barons” on their parents then built royal shrines or mausoleums to 

worship them.  When the royal princes inherited the throne, the first task was to 

build a shrine to worship the previous king-father.  On top of showing piety, this 

same act also legitimized the authority and proper inheritance of the new king 

before the royal court and the people.   
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An example can be taken from a page of Vietnam’s history.  When the First Lady 

died in 1814, the royal court advisors proposed that My Duong (first grandson 

according to the bloodline, son of Prince Canh, died in 1801) hold the position and 

title of “His Worship” (head of religious rites and defender of the faith).  King Gia 

Long (reign 1802-1819), however, did not agree and favoured his second wife’s 

son Prince Dam and placed him in that position instead.
72

  Not long after, Prince 

Dam inherited the powerful seat of Dong cung (East Court Lord, Deputy and next 

in line to the throne) in 1815, and soon replaced Gia Long in 1819. 

 

After Lenin’s death on Jan. 21, 1924, Stalin organized a lavish state funeral.  He 

had Lenin’s body embalmed then built a mausoleum in order to secure an upper 

hand on the issue of inheritance of power against his internal rival named 

Trotsky.
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Around the time HCM died, Le Duan, Truong Chinh, Le Duc Tho (the “Le Duan 

team”) of the VCP imprisoned some of the Central Committee members and field 

generals.  This was done to end the so-called counter revolutionary plot to 

overthrow the Party, to oppose the People’s government, and to generate a modern 

re-evaluation and serve as foreign spies, from the mid -1967s onward.   

 

In the early 1968 (Tet Mau Than), the VCP organized a total assault on the South 

Vietnam but were defeated by the Republic of the Vietnam Army.  During the 

defeat, great damages were also inflicted on the National Front for the Liberation 

of South Vietnam (or NLF), the southern cronies of communist Hanoi. 

 

Facing all these hurdles and the need to inherit the power, the Le Duan team 

organized a lavish state funeral in Hanoi for HCM in 1969 and tried to make a 

saint out of him.  To sanctify and glorify HCM’s political career is to also glorify 

the VCP founded and led by HCM.  By doing so, it legitimized and authorized the 

inheritors, Ho’s own power and political clout.  In other words, it was to legitimize 

the whole group whom, at the time, were the communist comrades of the Le 

Duan’s totalitarian North.  

 

Having inherited the name and power of HCM, the VCP hoped to receive the 

continual support from international aid.  Even after the failed invasion in 1968, it 

relied even more on Ho’s authority to unite the members and the various factions 

from within.  The threat for power and control was real. 
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The Cult of Personality (Individual cult worshipping):  This illness was 

contagious under Stalin’s Soviet regime (1924-1953).  To self-worship, Joseph 

Stalin observed a public Vladimir Lenin cult of personality.  When Lenin died on 

Jan. 21, 1924, “Lenin’s successors further celebrated his death by giving 

Petrograd the new name of Leningrad.  It was a devotional act which the living 

Lenin would not have permitted nor, indeed, would he have sanctioned other 

aspects of the Lenin Cult which was to serve as a prelude to the yet more 

extravagant cult of Lenin.”
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While planning for Lenin, Stalin dreamed of a future for himself.  On March 5, 

1953 Stalin died and received a state funeral similar to that of Lenin and was laid 

to rest next to him in the Red Square Mausoleum.  Three years later, Stalin’s body 

was removed from Red Square on Oct. 30, 1961 by order of Nikita Khrushchev at 

the 22
nd

 Soviet Communist Party Congress.
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In 1969, the VCP implemented the cult of personality in Vietnam by building 

HCM’s mausoleum.  This illness, although not as severe during Stalin’s time, was 

still powerful and forceful.  This was encouraged by HCM.  After the 

Khrushchev’s speech to eliminate this cult by Stalin on Feb. 25, 1956 entitled “On 

the Cult of Personality and Its Consequences”, all communist countries except for 

North Vietnam organized a movement against cult worshipping.  Even now, and 

perhaps until the fall of the VCP, communist Hanoi forbids the public printing or 

translation of Khrushchev’s speech when he put down Stalin.  The VCP still does 

not touch on or mention the subject of personality cult.   

 

At a conference of Senior Comrades at the Military Club in Hanoi from April 28 to 

May 3, 1956, some one raised the issue and finally Truong Chinh admitted “the 

cult phenomenon still exists but it is not grave”.
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  He simply acknowledged it and 

turned to other matters.  In reality, the cult disease is grave and widespread. The 

VCP and HCM wanted little change or reform.   

 

To worship HCM is the first step to worshipping the VCP Politburo.  HCM was 

still in good health and of sound mind during these changing times. 

 

Communist Vietnam studied the way of Stalin’s cult of personality worshipping.  

Ho Chi Minh had a lot more to do with the North than the South, yet after 1975, to 

further oppress the southerners, Saigon was changed to Ho Chi Minh City.  This 

was an act never before performed in the history of Vietnam or Asia.   
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After the fall of Soviet Union in 1991, Leningrad and Stalingrad reverted to their 

previous names of St. Petersburg and Volgograd.  Today, although Vietnamese 

communism has not fallen, HCM City is still called by the majority of 

Vietnameses and visitors as Saigon.  Hopefully, Saigon will soon regain its official 

and proper name, this beloved “Jewel of the Far-East City” once more. 

 

Perpetuating Totalitarianism:  In our culture, building a permanent place of rest 

is to remember the ancestors and it also represents a means by which the soul can 

still exist with the living.  In other words, it is to perpetuate the life and destiny of 

the past with those of the present.  In the case of totalitarian regimes, such as 

communism, building a mausoleum to remember its leaders is but a cover up to 

maintain the cult of personality.  From there, it sustains and maintains absolute 

control as set down by the leaders to suffocate all daily aspects of freedom and 

democracy, especially the intellectuals.   

 

Ho Chi Minh was the individual who ordered the implementation of the Land 

Reform that led to the killing of some 200 thousand Vietnameses.  Ho Chi Minh 

decreed on Dec. 15, 1956 that journalists would have to serve the state.  They 

could not oppose the regime or government or incite a rebellion and would punish 

all violators with a prison term ranging from five years to life.  They would also 

confiscate all private properties.
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Ho Chi Minh ordered Le Duan and Le Duc Tho to eliminate those in the VCP with 

different ideas and any progressive members who wanted to coexist peacefully in 

the style of Khrushchev as well as any who opposed the war against the Republic 

(South) Vietnam.   

 

The VCP wanted to use the myth and authority of HCM to oppress and play on the 

people’s psyche because the Vietnamese, since time immemorial, have always 

believed that the soul exists after death.  Furthermore, the body of HCM wasn’t 

cremated or even buried but embalmed and preserved in a public mausoleum. 

 

The standard procedure for writing an obituary or the reading of a condolence 

letter in any communist regime generally begins with “turning pain into 

revolutionary action and continuing to fulfill the destiny that [Lenin, or Ho Chi 

Minh, or Mao Zedong] created.”  This indicates that the death of a communist 

leader is an opportunity for future comrades to maintain and perpetuate control of 

their totalitarian regime. 
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Immortalizing the Communist Party (Labour Party):  In 1945, a decree was 

declared to eliminate religions and places of worship.  Temples and churches were 

destroyed, ransacked or occupied as living quarters.  These are lost treasures never 

to be repaired or preserved.  Intricate national religious monuments were not 

maintained.  Meanwhile, a costly and grand mausoleum was built for HCM in Ba 

Dinh Square (Hanoi).  The communists’ aim was to create a lasting impression of 

HCM and, in due time, only the mausoleum and the VCP would be remembered.   

 

The VCP masterminded the plan to push forward the image of HCM as the 

nation’s foremost hero.  If HCM could become immortal, so could his followers, 

and if the mausoleum still stands, so too stands the VCP. 

 

All of these reasons triggered the VCP to build the HCM mausoleum.  Building 

large and costly mausoleums is a disease common to all communist regimes.  

China did the same for Mao in 1976.   

 

Deng-Xiaoping spoke: “ In the fifties, Chairman Mao said that all the leading 

comrades in China should, upon their death, be cremated and only their ashes 

maintained.  There will be no graves or mausoleums for our leaders.  This 

proposal comes as a result of the lesson learned after Stalin’s death and is now a 

formal document.  Chairman Mao was the first to put his name on it and many 

other high ranking officials have their names on it too, including myself.  The fact 

that Chou En-lai was cremated makes you know that the document still exists.”
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However, eight months after Mao’s death, a memorial shrine was built on 

Tienamen (Thien An Mon, Gate to Heaven) Square where his body was put on 

display.
79

  A memorial place is more humble than a mausoleum.   

 

Chinese, as a language, is closer to Vietnamese than other languages, so “memorial 

place” carries with it a meaning of simplicity and humility in life.  “Mausoleum” 

represents a distant separation of a feudal system, like a king to his subjects.  

Tienamen Square is located in the centre of the Beijing capital, much like Ba Dinh 

Square is in Hanoi.  It is the political nerve centre of the communists.   

 

The followers of Mao needed his political kingpins to maintain power and to unite 

various factions in the party, from the “Gang of Four ” (with Jiang Qing [Mao’s 

wife], Wang Hongwen, Yao Wenyuan, Zhang Chunqiao) to Deng-Xiaoping. 
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In contrast, leaders of world democracies and republics are buried in national 

cemeteries, the resting place of the nation’s heroes, such as the Arlington Cemetery 

in Washington DC, or the Pantheon or Invalides in Paris. 

 

At a state funeral for free world leaders, the family plays an important role in 

arranging and carrying out the funeral service and the state government helps out.  

In contrast, the funerals of communist leaders are entirely orchestrated by the 

regime.  The individuals represented on the guest list indicates a who’s who order 

of power in the central committee and the government, much like the feudal 

funeral of a king.  Furthermore, the rank of the organizing committee members 

always corresponds to the rank of the past members. 

 

Back to the HCM mausoleum (HCMM).  An architect under the communist 

regime, Hoang Nhu Tiep, Secretary General of the Architect Organization of 

Vietnam, set the mood of the visitors as follows. “When we enter the tomb of Uncle 

Ho we will have the feeling that he is still alive and we feel extremely peaceful, 

quiet and respectful before the sleeping Uncle Ho.” According to Tiep, “The flow 

of people through the building had to symbolise the endless vitality of Uncle Ho in 

the hearts of everyone and the lasting mark he left upon the Fatherland.”
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  Tiep 

also requested that the mausoleum “should not create a gloomy feeling in the 

nature of religious worship, nor should it encourage the gathering of noisy crowds.  

While it had to  have the solemnity of a burial place, it also needed be filled with 

life.  When completed, the tomb of President Ho will be a historical monument of 

special importance to our people and our friends throughout the world, a 

monument befitting the noble undertaking of President Ho and the era of Ho Chi 

Minh, the brilliant era  in the history of our people.”
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A committee for the construction of the mausoleum was formed, with 

representatives from the Ministry of National Defense and the Ministry of 

Construction, and led by Do Muoi, a member of the Central Committee.
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  Many 

monuments, from the pyramids in Egypt to Lenin’s tomb in Moscow, were studied.  

Construction plans and models were displayed by the Politburo to gather people’s 

comments and opinions.   

 

It makes you wonder why more important matters, such as a referendum, were not 

directed to the people but trivial issues such as building a monument would require 

a national decision?  In any case, the first stone was cast right after The Paris 

Peace Treaty was signed on Jan. 27, 1973.
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53 



The HCMM was built on Ba Dinh Square near the Botanical Garden (Vuon Bach 

Thao).  It is located in front of the Chairman’s official residence which happened 

to be the former palace of the French Governor-General of Indochina and was built 

in 1906.  On the front yard, called Rond-point Puginier, the French erected a row 

of flagpoles used for important flag raising ceremonies including troop parades.  In 

August 1945, under the government of Tran Trong Kim, Puginier yard was 

transformed into Ba Dinh Square.
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  This is the same place that HCM, having 

seized control of the Tran Trong Kim Government on Sept. 2, 1945, organized the 

ceremony of Independence Declaration. 

 

The HCMM was designed and constructed by the Soviet team.  They explained 

that the mausoleum, located in the middle of Hanoi, resembled a lotus flower rising 

from the water’s surface.  It sounded like another landmark - the Buddhist One-

Pillar Pagoda built in the 11
th
 century.

84
  Everybody knew that the mausoleum 

looked exactly like Lenin’s tomb located in Moscow’s Red Square and nothing 

like the Vietnam’s most famous one-pillar pagoda.  Of course, the Soviets directed, 

advised and designed the whole project, leaving the communist Vietnamese 

comrades with the job of providing human resources and materials. 

 

The construction took more than two years to complete and materials from all over 

Vietnam were used.  Precious woods from Cuc Phuong (North Vietnam) and 

marble stone from the Non Nuoc caves in Da Nang (South Vietnam) were used.
84

  

Rare stone slabs from Crimea in the Soviet southwest region were also used.  The 

commemoration of the HCMM took place on 29 August, 1975,
84

 opening the 

celebration of victory over South Vietnam after the end of the invasion in April 

1975.  At the same time, they celebrated the Communist National Day (Sept. 2) 

along with the death of HCM on sept. 3.   

 

The HCMM was the only public building in North Vietnam to have air 

conditioning at that time.  Unlike the Lenin and Mao mausoleums, which are part 

of a larger structure, the HCMM stands alone in the middle of Hanoi making it 

appear far more impressive.  Prior to 1954, there were other important landmarks 

in Hanoi being built.  In the last twenty years of communist rule (1954-1975), the 

only thing built was the HCMM.  All other construction, including roads, were left 

exactly the same and in a state of disrepair.  While the people suffered day and 

night, nothing useful or of social benefit was built except a shrine fit for an 

Egyptian pharaoh.  This clearly shows the communist point of view, that all 

comrades should be “faithful to the Party and pious to the leader”. 
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Before the commemoration of the Mausoleum, the VCP ordered, as part of the 

decorations, the planting of valuable trees and plants indigenous to each region of 

Vietnam.  This was to create a “natural feeling” of Vietnam.   Since the beginning, 

many visitors have commented:                                                                                         

 

*  The VCP has violated the most important wish of HCM, to have his body 

cremated, not mummified and displayed for viewing.  

 

*  The HCMM displays a flavour of foreign architecture and none of the 

Vietnamese characteristics.  Of course, the Soviets built it according to their 

specifications to show off their superiority over their Vietnamese comrades.  In his 

will, HCM wanted to meet Marx or Lenin and did not wish to meet with his 

ancestors or our collective Ancestor of Quoc To Hung Vuong “the Heroic National 

Ancestral Forefather”.  The VCP built the HCMM similar to Lenin’s.  This 

indicates HCM and the VCP were only faithful to the international communist 

leaders.  Until his death, HCM and his cronies were mere robots to the 

international communist world and not Vietnamese nationalists.  This is proof that 

cannot be denied. 

 

*  Since the beginning, the VCP called HCM’s tomb a “lang”.  The Vietnamese 

“lang” is used when referring to the ancient royal tombs of feudal kings and queens 

such as “lang Gia Long” and “lang Le Van Duyet”.  The communists have always 

displayed, at least in words, their opposition to the corruption and decadence of 

feudalism.  The VCP spent a lot of money building the HCMM while the people 

were left poor and hungry and in constant suffering.  This creates a huge social gap 

between those “that have” and those “that have not” [power] under communist 

rule.   

 

The regime even ordered the people to bring forth what was most precious and 

costly from each region to decorate the HCMM.  This was so similar to the decree 

of greedy feudal kings when they called for each occupied land to yield what was 

most treasured for the royal court. 

 

A writer named Nguyen Huy Thiep once wrote a short story titled “Vang lua” 

(Gold and Fire).  The story recollects some of the activities and anecdotes of King 

Gia Long  (reign: 1802-1819) and concluded. “This Nguyen Dynasty of Gia Long 

created a sinful legacy.  Most notably, it left behind a lot of “lang” [mausoleum / 

shrine].
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Along with the many innuendoes and strong reflections against HCM, it is 

interesting to note the building of “lang”.  Perhaps the last words of the story are a 

subliminal message aimed directly at lampooning HCM and the VCP.  The 

communists acted exactly the same way as those they despised and opposed most. 

 

Not long ago, the Vietnamese communists used a historic folk song to exploit and 

deride the shrine of King Tu Duc (reign: 1848-1883). 

 

“Van Nien [where Tu Duc mausoleum stands] is which Van Nien? 

That castles built on soldiers’ bones and ditches deep with people’s blood.” 

 

Nowadays, the people in the North add two more lines to depict the HCM 

mausoleum: 

 

“Ba Dinh [where the HCMM stands] is many times more, 

Black citizens [the working men] break their necks to soothe Ho’s body.”
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When talking about shrines of the Nguyen dynasty, one must recall that eastern 

beliefs dictate that the king is the Son of God and not only holds supreme power 

but also possesses the authority to bestow transcending and supernatural titles on 

the living and sanctifying the soul.  A king represents the earth and sky as well as 

the kingdom and its people and, therefore, his shrines must reflect this authority as 

a representative of God to rule the people.  The Nguyen shrines were beautiful due 

more to their location in the middle of scenic mountains than their architecture.  

The shrine of Gia Long, founder of the Nguyen Dynasty, as well as other Nguyen 

kings, is simple compared to other Chinese kings and HCM’s mausoleum. 

 

The Nguyen shrines are places for restful contemplation and a return to nature.  

They are not showcases, such as the HCMM, where his body is encased in 

transparent glass for all to view. 

 

After completion, royal shrines are inhabited and frequented by queens and 

widows who tend to the daily care of the tombs.  Here, they live a life of solitude 

away from the bustling noise of outside society.   

 

In contrast, the maintenance and organization of tours of the HCMM has become a 

costly national expense since 1969.  Estimated annual costs according to the news 

media are set at $100 thousand (U. S.).
87
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A party member estimated the number to be closer to $7 million (U. S. D.).
88

   

Guards bearing the rank of a general along with two brigades and countless 

civilian-clothed police are but a part of the costs.  Also, the money spent for 

electricity and water consumption could have supplied a small city while the 

citizens lack even the basic supply of these necessities.  Taxes soared and so too 

the people’s misery. 

 

To commercialize the HCMM, the communist regime ordered school officials and 

local governors to organize scheduled visits.  When the number of visitors drops 

dramatically, the HCMM protectors hand out gifts to encourage those waiting in 

line. 

 

In 1991, when the Soviet block fell, Hanoi experienced great hardships, both 

technically and financially, trying to preserve HCM’s body.  Some suggested that 

his body be cremated.  To probe public response, the newspaper Tuoi Tre (The 

Youth,) of Saigon (HCM City) published HCM’s letter to his wife.   

 

Unfortunately, due to the conflicting movement to push forth the “ideology of 

HCM – Ho-ism”, HCM’s body remained in its glass coffin while consultations 

continued with the Russians.  Currently, the word from the residents in Hanoi 

indicates the preservation is not working and the corpse is decaying and breaking 

down.  The display is no longer a replication of HCM.
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Aiming to legitimize the inherited power from HCM and sustain the “cult of 

personality”, the VCP went against Ho’s will and built the HCMM and considered 

it to be a national treasure.  They still organize visits as if they were the norm for 

diplomacy.  The two countries with strong ties to Vietnam, culturally, historically 

and politically, are France and the United States yet these presidents did not visit 

the HCMM while on tour in Vietnam. 

 

There are institutes and research teams from both France and the U. S. A. whose 

knowledge of Vietnam on issues of history, literature, language, politics and 

economics rival those of the Vietnamese.  There are, for sure, private opinions on 

the issues of HCM by both countries but neither François Mitterand (June 23, 

1993) or Bill Clinton (Nov. 16, 2000) visited the HCMM that is to say, they did not 

follow the diplomatic protocol set by the Hanoi regime.  Instead, they paid their 

respects to the Van Mieu shrine (built in 1070 by King Ly Thanh Tong – reign: 

1054-1072) in the holy grounds housing the ancestral essence and souls of 

traditional Vietnam.  
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CONCLUSION 
 

In short, the myths of HCM, fabricated by himself, or his cronies, are just a façade 

to polish his image.  These tricks once deceived some Vietnamese and foreigners.  

In an interview in late 1999, historian Jean L. Margolin, professor at the University 

of Provence (France), co-author of Le Livre Noir du Communisme (The Black Book 

of Communism), commented: “In truth, in the 1960s, I once protested in the streets 

against the Vietnam War in favour of the (communist) National Front for the 

Liberation of  South Vietnam.  I heard about the massacre and genocide in 1968 in 

Hue (Central Viet Nam) when the communists invaded the South but quickly 

dismissed the news as American propaganda.  Not only me but many others from 

my generation were misled by the tricks of the communists.”
 
 

 

Inside the country, HCM and the VCP used these myths of deception to trick the 

people into battle.  This was done in the name of communism and contributed to 

the hunger for power by HCM and the VCP.  The result was that in the post-war 

era, they betrayed the very same people who sacrificed everything for the cause of 

communism. 

 

Bit by bit, the river of time erodes the façade, washing away the myths and leaving 

behind the true image of HCM.  The more the myths try to polish up his image, the 

more they backfire and bury his name.  In Vietnam at that time, nothing is unusual 

about the fact that HCM had many wives.  It’s also not a topic worth discussing.  

However, advertising himself as someone who remains celibate to serve the 

country is totally hypocrite and deceitful.  Ho Chi Minh admitted to having no 

single philosophy and yet, ironically enough, the VCP worshipped his “Ho-ism”.  

Matters such as these are only deceptions and fabrications and nothing could be 

further away from reality.  Therefore, in history, it could be said that the image of 

HCM was partially destroyed by the very myths fabricated by himself or by the 

VCP on his behalf. 

 

One could argue that HCM was an important figure in the history of Vietnam.  He 

attained many important and impressive achievements.  These achievements will 

be further judged either good or bad by and for the people of Vietnam.  The 

decision belongs to the people.  Exposing the many fabricated myths of HCM is a 

necessary work to return to Nguyen Sinh Cung, the real name of HCM, all that is 

rightfully and truly his. 

                                                        Tran Gia Phung 

                                                          Translated by Timothy Tran 
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HO CHI MINH'S GLORIFICATION 

REJECTED BY UNESCO 
 

Tran Gia Phung 

Translated by Ton Dzien 

 

The Vietnamese Communist Party (VCP) recently invented a myth called “Ho Chi 

Minh thoughts” to subtitute the Marxist-Leninist ideology that was discarded after 

the collapse of the Eastern European nations and the USSR at the beginning of the 

90s.  To increase the value of its “Ho Chi Minh thoughts”, the VCP propaganda 

system shamelessly praised Ho Chi Minh (HCM) as  a “world cultural 

personality” glorified by UNESCO.
 1
 

    

In its English news article on May 12, 2005, the VCP's Vietnam News  announced 

that, to celebrate HCM's 115th birthday, a seminar on “Ho Chi Minh's ideas” (sic) 

had been held in Hanoi on Monday May 9, 2005 by the Faculty of Letters and the 

Ministry of Culture and Information.  According to the news agency, the 

participants included professors and researchers who “concurred that Ho Chi 

Minh, a world cultural personality as recognised by UNESCO...” 
2
 

 

The truth is HCM has never been recognized by UNESCO as such.  Let's start 

the story from the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO). 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

The UNESCO, located in Paris, used to commemorate the 100th birthday of the 

United Nations world celebrities.  In 1987 an attempt was started by a delegation 

of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam (SRV), on the occasion of its admission to the 

Excutive Board of the UNESCO Cultural Committee, to nominate Hồ Chí Minh 

(1890?-1969), founding leader of the VCP, to be on the list of “culture celebrities 

of the world”, on this politician's centennial birthday (1990).
 3
 

 

According to the Records of the General Conference regarding the UNESCO's 

Twenty-fourth Session in Paris, from Oct. 20 to Nov. 20 1987, volume 1 in English 

[215 pages], under the title “Resolutions”, section B on “General programme 

activities”, article 18 on “External relations and public information” and item 18.65 

on  the issue of HCM glorification in 1990 (pp. 134-135), the conclusion reads:  
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“Requests the Director-General of UNESCO to take appropriate steps to celebrate 

the centenary of the birth of President Ho Chi Minh and to lend his support to 

commemorative activities organized on that occasion, in particular those taking 

place in Viet Nam.”
 4
 

 

Beside HCM, the 1990 list also included Phya Anuaman Rajadhon of Thailand, 

Thomas Munzer of Germany, Anton Semionovitch Makarenko of the Soviet 

Union, Jawaharlal Nerhu of India, and Sinan of Turkey.
5
  The commendation for 

each nominee was prepared by his government and approved without discussion by 

the UNESCO General Assembly upon the recommendation of the UNESCO 

Cultural Committee.  The Director General of UNESCO then was Mr. M'Bow 

from Africa who had consecutively held his position two times as a result of the 

support from the Soviet Union and other communist as well as anti-American 

Asian-African countries.    

 

The decision to nominate HCM was overwhemingly opposed by overseas 

Vietnamese communities everywhere.  In Paris, in particular, where the UNESCO 

Office is located, the “Committee to Denounce HCM's crimes” (CDHC) was 

formed, with Mr. Nguyen Van Tran as its  Secretary General, to carry out such 

urgent activities as: 

 

1)  Urging overseas Vietnamese and Vietnamese mass media (in North America, 

Australia, Europe, and Japan) to mail letters to UNESCO to denounce crimes 

committed by HCM and his VCP) in Vietnam, and protest the attempted 

nomination of HCM (as one of the world's famous figures of culture.)  Up to 

20,000 letters of protest were received and handed over by the UNESCO Director 

in charge of Southeast Asia himself to Hanoi representative in UNESCO.  In 

addition, a book was published to expose HCM's dishonesty of using other people's 

poems as his own in his Diary in Prison.  (Le Huu Muc, Ho Chi Minh was not the 

author of'Diary in Prison, Toronto: Overseas Vietnamese Pen Club, 1990.)  

 

At that time, Jean-François Revel, a famous French scholar and author of Ni Marx 

ni Jesus [Neither Marx nor Jesus] (1970), La tentation totalitaire [The totalitarian 

temptation] (1976), and Comment les democracies finissent (How democracies 

finish) (1983), after learning of the planned glorification of HCM by UNESCO, 

wrote an article at the beginning of 1990 denouncing HCM to have taken 

advantage of the people's aspiration for freedom to enslave them, and accusing him 

of having been a critical criminal, a thief, and a true deceiver.
 6
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2) Getting in touch with and calling on the Vietnamese-Lao-Cambodian Mutual 

Assistance Association and the National Association of French in Indochina, 

including French families and veterans who had served in three Indochinese states, 

to denounce HCM and his VCP for their human rights violations against French 

prisoners of the Indochina War; and 

 

3)  Meeting with Paris officials and French elected members to ask them to take 

the issue to the National Assembly and to urge the French government to pressure 

UNESCO to reconsider its plan ned glorification of HCM, since UNESCO was 

located in Paris. 

 

During the progress of the protests, three important events took place at the end of 

the 1980s:  

 

1) UNESCO replaced its Secretary General, M'Bow, with Mr. Frederic Mayer, a 

Spanish notable, who supported neither the leftists nor HCM's nomination. He 

stated that the 1987 decision by the UNESCO General Assembly could only be 

modified by itself, but UNESCO would not celebrate the glorification of HCM.  In 

reality, there was no fund for this activity in his budget.  Besides, the archives of 

UNESCO activities in 1990 and 1991 contain nothing about the glorification of 

HCM.
7
 

 

2) More and more Vietnamese escaped the country from 1975 to 1989 (prior to 

UNHCR's order to discontinue to accept more escapees to refugee camps), up to 

about 900,000 people,  excluding those who lost their lives during the escapes.
8
 

 

3) East European communist countries began to shake and crumble as of late 1989 

and early 1990. 

 

The activities of the CDHC, the reaction of Vietnamese communities all over the 

world, and the three events mentioned above had so deeply influenced UNESCO 

that it eventually had to decide to postpone its nomination of HCM scheme and 

notify Hanoi authorities of its unfavorable decision, namely to: 

 

-  refuse to celebrate HCM centennial birthday in both Paris and Hanoi; 

-  agree to let the SRV Embassy in Paris lease a room in the UNESCO Office to 

carry out its own celebration without the attendance of any UNESCO official;  
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-  prohibit the event organizing committee from implying in its propaganda that 

UNESCO had glorified HCM as a culture celebrity of the world, and from hanging 

HCM's portrait in the auditorium; and 

-  allow only “Invitation to an entertainment” cards to be used.  

 

Despite UNESCO's restrictions, the SRV Embassy, following its communist 

mentality and attempting to avoid being reprimanded by UNESCO, sent official 

cards to foreigners to invite them to attend “an entertaining performance” while 

covertly mailing to Vietnamese cards inviting them to attend HCM glorification.  

 

In his talk to the Vietnamese community in Montreal on Sunday April 25, 2004, 

Dr. Nguyen Ngoc Quy, a veteran political activist from Paris, disclosed that 

following UNESCO decision, the SRV Embassy in Paris, to save face, rented a 

room in the UNESCO Office in Paris to be used for a musical performance on 

May 12,1989, exactly one week ahead of HCM's birthday.
9
  The show was 

attended by about 70 people, including members of the organizing committee and 

the VCP-led “Overseas Vietnamese Patriots” group.  No UNESCO and French 

officials were seen next to a few communist guests  from Cuba, North Korea, 

People's Republic of China, Cambodia and Laos. 

 

The event started, not with a speech from the SRV Ambassador to France as usual, 

but a short introductory explanation of the ceremony and praise of HCM's works 

by the SRV representative at UNESCO, Mr. Nguyen Kinh Tai, nothing about the 

issue of culture celebrities of the world in compliance with UNESCO decision. 

 

The SRV representative intended to hold the show as  a commemoration of his 

leader right at noon of May 12, exactly one week before HCM's birthday (May 19) 

to avoid demonstrations.  However, the Tran Van Ba International Committee 

(TVBIC, newly formed, not a member of the CDHC) had timely gathered over 100 

people to protest at the Pontenoy Place, near UNESCO Office.  The demonstration 

representatives were Mr. Tran Van Tong, Chairman of the TIC, scholar Oliver 

Todd, founding member of TVBIC, and Ms. Anne Marie Gossard, Secretary 

General of the International Human Rights Association paid a visit to UNESCO 

Board of Directors for information about the objective and significance of the 

performance in the UNESCO room. 

 

The UNESCO representative confirmed with the TIC delegation that the event was 

organized by the SRV Embassy as a musical show, not UNESCO's glorification of 

HCM.  
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Mr. Oliver Todd reported the confirmation in a TIC meeting at the Maubert 

Mutualite in Paris (5th district) at 6 p.m. the same day of May 12, 1989, and 

repeated at least twice the assertion by UNESCO that no glorification of HCM had 

ever been held by the organization. He also said the entertainment event was 

merely an initiative of the SRV Embassy.  

 

It is worthy to note that Mr. Bui Tin, a former Colonel of North Vietnam Army 

who was present at the celebration of HCM's birthday organized by the VCP at the 

Ba Đinh Auditorium in Hanoi on May 19, 1990, disclosed that no representative 

from UNESCO was among the participants,
10

 meaning that the VCP had received 

no support whatsoever from UNESCO for the event in Vietnam.   

 

UNESCO's refusal to hold the glorification for HCM as one of the world's culture 

celebrities was the result of efforts made by the Vietnamese overseas communities, 

especially the CDHC in Paris.  The Vietnamese overseas communities have proved 

to be an important political force against the communist regime in Vietnam.  The 

only regret was, following the successes obtained from the UNESCO rejection of 

the glorification of HCM, the overseas Vietnamese communities and the CDHC 

failed to report the whole story and achievements clearly and widely around the 

world to counter the VCP's deceitful and misleading propaganda. 

 

UNESCO, therefore, has never glorified HCM as a famous figure of the 

world.  That's the truth as it was personally told by involved people who are still 

alive in Paris, and confirmed by UNESCO documents.  Those who are still 

doubtful may contact them for more information.  Besides, UNESCO still 

maintains its file about the event, available to all researchers, including those from 

the SRV. Ours is a technological era of advancement, therefore, all data are 

truthfully recorded and well kept in archives easily accessible to everyone, 

especially those types of no-national-secret information about the glorification of a 

political activist  that needs to be made public promptly. 

 

More obviously, had UNESCO glorified HCM, there would have to be an official 

copy of the glorification certificate, not just an oral statement.  In that case, the 

SRV government should certainly have held an unusually noisy and pompous 

ceremony to receive the document, not just keeping totally quiet so far.  

Photocopies of this document would certainly have been made by the SRV for 

exhibition everywhere in Vietnam, including their forced display beside HCM 

portrait in every home.   
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For the Vietnamese people, they remember well each time a historical site is 

recognized by UNESCO as a world cultural legacy, such as My Son (province of 

Quang Nam), the old imperial city of Hue, Ha Long Bay, etc..., the SRV 

government always organizes pompous and noisy reception ceremonies for the 

UNESCO certificates that often last up to a month and are widely publicized 

around the world, let alone the glorification of HCM. 

 

Tran Gia Phung 

Translated by Ton Dzien 
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1968 MASSACRE IN HUE 
 

Tran Gia Phung 

Translated by Ton Dzien 

 

 

I.- AN OVERVIEW OF THE SITUATION  
 

The 1968 Tet (Lunar New Year) attack was labelled by the Vietnamese 

communists (VC) as a "general offensive-general uprising". "General offensive" is 

a term used by the Chinese communists in their revolutionary theory,
1
 whereas 

the Vietnamese people commonly use it to indicate their fights against foreign 

aggressors throughout history. Meanwhile, the term was usurped by Viet Minh to 

refer to their seizure of power in 1945.  

 

Facing the fast changing situation in South Vietnam (Republic of Vietnam - ROV) 

in the mid 60s, and in its eagerness to carry out its aggression against South 

Vietnam, North Vietnam (Democratic Republic of Vietnam - DRV) decided to 

start its general offensive-general uprising campaign in all cities of the South.   

 

The overthrow of Nikita Khrushchev in the Soviet Union (USSR) was an excellent 

opportunity for the DRV. The Soviet government, loyal to its peaceful co-existence 

with the West, suggested in 1957 that North and South Vietnam became members 

of the United Nations as two separate countries, but the idea was simply rejected 

by DRV.  

 

The Maddox event in August of 1964, however, served as a cause for the United 

States to escalate its air attacks against the North 
2
 to delay its attempt to take over 

South Vietnam by force.  The new Soviet triumvirate, including Leonid Brezhnev, 

Alexei Kosygin, and Nicolay Podgorny,
3
 made great effort to draw North Vietnam 

to their side of the Soviet-China conflict by declaring that the Soviet Union would 

readily assist North Vietnam against US attacks.  In response to the visit to Hanoi 

by the Soviet Prime Minister, M.Kosygin, in February of 1965, the Vietnamese 

Labor Party's first secretary Le Duan led a delegation in April of 1965 to 

Moscow to sign an assistance agreement with the USSR and obtain its consent for 

the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam (NLFSV) to have a liaison office 

in Moscow.
 4
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This meant the Soviets recognized the presence of the NLFSV in South Vietnam, 

resulting in the increase of their military assistance to the DRV and its NLFSV 

offspring set up by a policy later called Brezhnev doctrine.
5 
 Modern weapons were 

poured into Vietnam in great quantities and were far more effective than the World 

War 2 armament supplied by the United States to the South Vietnamese armed 

forces (ARVN) 

 

In South Vietnam, the murder  of President Ngo Dinh Diem on Nov. 1, 1963 

caused a political chaos and a resulting nullification of the 1956 Constitution, 

promulgated by him.  The consequences were the termination of a continuous 

legitimate civilian government, namely the First Republic of Vietnam, and the 

creation of a constitutional emptiness, the source of political upheavals 

maneuvered by non-elected military authorities.
6
  The generals who had involved 

themselves in the overthrow of President Ngo Dinh Diem showed little political 

abitities.  General Duong Van Minh stayed in office for only three months and was 

removed on Jan. 29, 1964 by General Nguyen Khanh who himself met with 

numerous protests, especially those against his so-called Vung Tau Charter
7
 of 

August 16, 1964 that was eventually annihilated on August 25, 1964 under the 

pressure of demonstrations mainly by Buddhists.  Coup plots took place, the most 

important of which occurred on Sept. 13, 1964 when Generals Lam Van Phat and 

Duong Van Duc moved their troops to Saigon for a quick "show of force".
8 

 On 

Feb. 19, 1965, General Lam Van Phat and Colonel Pham Ngoc Thao started 

another coup but failed.
9
  Nationwide, demonstrations were held continually by 

either political groups or peace movements,  especially by religious sects.  

 

The situation gradually settled down with the election of a Constitutional National 

Assembly on Sept.11,1966, followed by the promulgation of a new Constitution on 

April 1, 1967, laying  foundation for the Second Republic of Vietnam and the 

successive election of President Nguyen Van Thieu and Vice President Nguyen 

Cao Ky.  Since both were army generals, an era of military leadership began.   

 

The Maddox event on August 2 and August 4, 1964 was a big surprise to North 

Vietnam, prompting the US Congress to allow President Lyndon Johnson (1908-

1973) to broaden the Vietnam War through its "Gulf of Tonkin Resolution".  

United States troops were sent to Vietnam to directly engage themselves in the 

fighting, and their strength quickly raised from over 200,000 advisors and 

technicians at the end of 1964 to 486,000 before the end of 1967,
10

 excluding tens  
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of thousands of participating troops from such allied countries as South Korea, the 

Phillipines, Thailand, and Australia. The Army of the Republic of Vietnam 

(ARVN), at the same time, increased significantly in size.
11 

  

 

North Vietnam began to suffer from air attacks on its important highways and 

cities, causing its leaders to fear that Vietnamese and US troops would invade its 

beaches or even Hanoi. A secret capital was established somewhere in the 

mountains to be used in case Hanoi and other critical areas of North Vietnam were 

attacked or destroyed by air.
12

  

 

In the South, the NLFSV took advantage of the political turmoil created by the 

assassination of President Ngo Dinh Diem in 1963 to strengthen its presence for 

some time.  It became, nevertheless, weaker and weaker as a result of  the 

tremendous US military power and the growth of ARVN, accelerated with US 

support. 

 

A social phenomenon, inappropriately known due to the speed of the war, was the 

fleeing from the insecure countryside of a half million to one million peasants to 

the cities to avoid bombings and shellings, and to live under the protection of the 

ROV government.
13

   

 

Consequently, the VC had to face with  a reduction of the people's protection and 

provision, and the inavailability of young men for their fighting units.  In addition, 

many communist cadres deserted to be united with their families or to serve the 

nationalist government under its "Open Arms" policy.   

 

The communist leaders in the North found it harder to overcome the US 

might with its sophisticated and efficient armament than that of the French army of 

a decade before. They somehow hoped that after three years of turmoil, the South 

was ripe for a general uprising similar to the one of August 1945.   

 

If the ROV could stabilize its position, the NLFSV would be in a very 

disadvantageous situation.  Hanoi, therefore, decided to surprise its enemy with its 

general offensive on all cities in the South, to be supported by an expected general 

uprising by the people. The campaign aimed at the following objectives:  

 

* To seize power, destroy the ROV government system, and create turmoil;  
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* To cause a big uproar in the world and mass confusion in the US, especially at 

the time of the '68 election when the political situation became sensitive with 

national and international peace and anti-war movements. Unless there was 

stability in the country, US troops would suffer low morale and, eventually, have 

to withdraw from Vietnam. 

 

* To prepare for a strong position at the conference (to take place in 5-

1968)
14

 where negotiations had been arranged by international concerns for both 

sides of the conflict. 

 

* To bring war to the cities to force peasants, who had moved there to live in 

security, to return to their villages.  Together with the NLFSV policy of preventing 

peasants from leaving the countryside, its fighting resources at the grassroot level 

would augment significantly .  

 

* To prevent the desertion of non-communist NLFSV members who had been 

opposed to the Ngo Dinh Diem regime and now wanted to return with the post-

Diem ROV government.  Instead of coming back right after Diem's assassination,
15

 

they had to wait for the political situation in Saigon to be favorable for them to do 

so.  

 

* In case the general uprising should fail and the NLFSV be wiped out by ARVN, 

the Labor Party in Hanoi would still feel happy to have a chance to eliminate the 

NLFSV whose members were originally either untrustful communists from the 

South or ROV dissidents, and replace them with North Vietnamese for a total and 

unopposed control of the organization.
16

  

 

The general uprising, whether a success or failure, would eventually benefit the 

Labor Party  in its readiness to sacrifice the NLFSV in its scheme of invading 

South Vietnam.  

 

II.- PRE-TET SITUATION  
 

In an important meeting early in 7-1967 in Hanoi, the Labor Party's Politburo and 

Central Military Committee finalized their 1968 Tet general offensive - general 

uprising plan.   
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Due to the sudden death on July 6, 1967
17

 of Gen. Nguyen Chi Thanh, the Central 

Secretary in charge of the South, Pham Hung, replaced Nguyen Chi Thanh as 

leader of the compaign.
18

  

 

On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Soviet October Revolution,
19

 the 

Labor Party's First Secretary Le Duan left at the end of 10-1967 for Moscow with 

Politburo members Vo Nguyen Giap and Nguyen Duy Trinh, Minister of 

Defense and Foreign Affairs, respectively .   

 

The delegation, on its way, stopped by Peking to request the People's Republic of 

China for military assistance for its offensive plan.  China promised to send 

300,000 anti-aircraft and engineer troops,
20

 together with 107mm and 240mm 

missiles, equipment, dry rations, and medicine.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: The Blade, Toledo, Ohio: Tuesday, May, 16, 1989. 

 

Moscow promised to provide 130mm guns, T54 tanks, Mig 21 jet fighters, and 

other heavy armament.
21

  In addition, to express a closer friendship with Vietnam, 

the Soviet leaders decided to award Ho Chí Minh their Lenin medal.
22

   

 

Diplomatically, many campaigns were organized around the world for the 

cessation of the war that had been widened with the US direct involvement through 

intensive bombings on Hanoi.  In 1967, North Vietnam announced it would 

negotiate only if the US bombings stopped unconditionally.  To counter, the US 

stated it would suspend its air attacks if North Vietnam refrained from taking 

advantage of this bombing lull to send its troops into South Vietnam. 

 

The NLFSV, on the other hand, made a suggestion on Nov.17,1967 for  3-day 

truces during Christmas, 1968 New Year, and 1968 Tet.  The ROV government, in 

return, agreed on Dec.15,1967 for 24-hour cease-fires during Christmas and New 

Year, and a 48-hour lull during Tet. 
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The Vietnamese communists planned a surprising deceptive plot by using a more 

diplomatic tone at the beginning of 1968.  On New Year's Day, North Vietnam 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Nguyen Duy Trinh announced Hanoi wanted to open 

negotiations and secret contacts with the United States.  Prime Minister Pham Van 

Dong also expressed Hanoi's readiness to negotiate in exchange for the 

US discontinuation of bombing; moreover, he suggested the Romanian 

representative to mediate between the United States and North Vietnam.
23

   

 

Moreover, Hanoi made it known that it would set free three US prisoners as a 

humanitarian act of appreciation for the American efforts in search of a political 

solution for the Vietnam issue.   

 

In North Vietnam, a trick was performed by the government by which the Lunar 

New Year would be celebrated one day ahead of South Vietnam, an event that 

would be enjoyed "fully but economically, normally, simply and healthy to suit the 

condition of war."   

 

In South Vietnam, a bloody battle took place in Loc Ninh on Nov.1,1967 and 

lasted several days.
24

  Near Tet (Lunar New Year), the Vietcong simultaneously 

attacked military bases in Central Highlands and deployed 3 regular divisions of 

325C, 304, and 308 to surround Khe Sanh (Quang Tri with heavy shellings as of 1-

20-1968, worrying the American, South Vietnamese and world leaders that 

a bitter new Dien Bien Phu would take place.
25

  

 

Meanwhile, the VC secretly continued to prepare for the attacks on cities.  A 

document found by the US military on Jan. 2,1968 in the Highland showed a 

complete plan of attack on Pleiku and Kontum. On Jan.15,1968, a com- 

munist defector in Khe Sanh disclosed  of a large military campaign near the 

demilitarized zone (DMZ).  Together with other intelligence, the US Command in 

Vietnam issued an alert order and requested the ROV to cancel its Tet truce plan.  

President Thieu and Gen. Cao Van Vien, ARVN General Chief of Staff, however, 

agreed to order the cancellation for the "hot zone" or I Corps area only, along 

with a reduction to a 24-hour lull elsewhere in the nation.
26

  

 

Another sign of the Vietcong's Tet Offensive appeared with the capture on Jan. 29, 

1968 (Tet Eve) by the officials of Binh Dinh province (II Corps/Tactical Zone) of 

10 communist cadres together with important documents, including a prerecorded 

radio broadcast tape calling for a general uprising.   
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The responsible province chief made an urgent report about the evidence to his 

related II Corps commander, Gen. Vinh Loc, who, unfortunately, had already left 

for Saigon for Tet.  

 

In spite of all this, Vietnamese and foreign opinions expressed its confidence for 

the safety of South Vietnam with the presence of over 500,000 US troops.  

Besides, the VC troop movement toward Khe Sanh was disguised as a threat to this 

area, drawing its enemy's attention away from activities around the unusually 

animated cities in preparation of Tet.  

 

For Hanoi, after 6 months' study and preparation, the Labor Party Politburo, at its 

meeting on Jan.21,1968, decided to launch the general offensive against the South 

right on the transitional night between the old and new lunar year. (i.e. Jan. 29 and 

Jan. 30,1968). On the night of Jan.28,1968 (North Vietnam's calendar had been 

changed to make Tet occur one day sooner),
27

 Hanoi broadcast over its radio 

system a Tet wishing poem by HCM, reportedly to signal the beginning of its sur- 

prise offensive.  

“This Spring, more than any previous Spring, 

  Victory of war, good news spread everywhere. 

  South and North compete to fight the Americans, 

  Attack ! Forward ! Total Victory is but ours.” 

                                                               (Translated by Timothy Trần) 

 

Meanwhile, despite restrictions by President Thieu's government about the Tet lull, 

South Vietnamese people kept celebrating Tet in their peaceful traditions, 

diminishing the military vigilance for security.  According to James J. Wirtz, 

author of The Tet Offensive, (New York: Cornell University Press, 1991), the 1968 

Tet Offensive was one of the three most surprising events in the 1954-1975 

Vietnam War.
28

  

 

III.- THE TET MASSACRE IN HUE  
 

1.   GENERAL UPRISING   
 

The 68 Tet Offensive, beginning first in Quang Nam with the shelling of the 

refugee camp Tra Kieu, 30 miles South of Da Nang, on the night of Tet Eve, lasted 

until Feb. 25, 1968 in Hue, throughout nearly a month long with 44 attacks 

to provinces in 4 Tactical Zones: 
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- Zone 1:  Quang Tri, Thua Thien, Quang Nam, Quang Tin (Tam Ky),  

                 Quang Ngai. 

- Zone 2:  Bình Dinh, Bình Thuan, Tuyen Duc (Da Lat).  

- Zone 3:  Saigon-Cho Lon-Gia Dinh, Bien Hoa, Long Bình,   

                 Binh Duong, Ba Ria. 

- Zone 4:  Phong Dinh (Can Tho), Vinh Long, Kien Hoa, Dinh Tuong,  

                 Kien Giang, Vinh Bình, Go Cong, Bac Lieu.  

 

Two most important objectives for the Vietcong, however, were Saigon and 

Hue.
29

   Saigon, the ROV capital, was the seat of the central government offices, 

foreign embassies, and internal and external media agencies.  An attack on Saigon 

would bring about an uproar across the world, and because of its importance, 

Saigon was where the NLFSV high command was set up and directed by Nguyen 

Van Linh (first Secretary for the communist Saigon front), Vo Van Kiet (assistant 

secretary), Tran Van Tra (deputy commander of the NLFSV armed forces), Mai 

Chi Tho, Le Duc Anh...   

 

The attack started at 2:00AM on Jan.31, 1968 against such objectives as the 

Independence Palace, US Embassy, National Radio station, Navy Headquarters, 

ARVN General Staff, Quang Trung Training Center, and surrounding locations.  

While President Nguyen Van Thieu had left for My Tho to celebrate Tet with his 

wife's family, Vice President Nguyen Cao Ky reacted fast enough to protect the 

radio station from being taken over by the VC, avoiding possible tremendous 

external and internal consequences of a nationwide broadcast over this radio 

system by the VC.   

 

The ARVN, unprepared at first, did react timely and have the situation under 

control the following day, Feb. 1, 1968.  Communist units were pushed out of 

cities with heavy casualties and totally cleared within a week.   

 

A regrettable act happened, though,  when Gen. Nguyen Ngoc Loan, Commander 

of National Police, personally shot to death a communist lieutenant who had 

disguised as a civilian and been caught having killed a non-commissioned 

policeman near the An Quang Temple in Saigon.   

 

The shooting was photographed by the Associated Press American reporter Eddie 

Adams who later received a Pulitzer award for this picture that  was later shown 

around the world.  The photo did cause enormous personal nuisance to the general 

and, especially, significant diplomatic harm to the ROV government. 
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2.   PRE-TET HUE   
 

The city that the Vietcong occupied longest and caused the most suffering was Hue 

in Thua Thien province, about 80 km South of the Ben Hai river that divided 

Vietnam.  Hue was the capital of Vietnam under the Nguyen dynasty (1802-1945), 

terminated with Emperor Bao Dai (reigned from 1926) in 1945 when he abdicated 

under pressure form the Vietminh.  In 1955, he was removed from the position of 

Chief of State of Vietnam in a referendum organized by Ngo Dinh Diem.  In spite 

of these political maneuvers, the royal family continued to enjoy such influence on 

the social scene in Hue up to 1968.   

 

Hue was also a long-time Buddhist center with many famous temples and 

institutions from where Buddhist clergy was produced for all ROV.  Some militant 

monks often encouraged students to stage anti-government demonstrations to 

demand peace and neutrality.
30

  The Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam (UBCV) 

was established in 1964 and recognized by the government.   

 

A Catholic Archdiocese was set up in Hue in 1850 together with the Kim Long 

Great Seminary and the most well known Phu Cam Cathedral among others.   

 

Politically, the Viet Quoc and Dai Viet parties maintained their strong activities in 

this former imperial city.  

 

Many high schools, both public and private, existed for a long time in the city, 

making it an important source of national literates.  The University of Hue, 

dedicated by President Ngo Dinh Diem in 1957, became the center of higher 

education for students from nearby  provinces.  The number of students grew up 

rapidly; they sometimes organized anti-government demonstrations from 1963 to 

1967.   

 

The General Association of Students was the main force among those responsible 

for the organization of these shows, with the help of "Salvation People's Council" 

formed in 1964 that included such teachers and professors as Le Khac Quyen, Ton 

That Hanh, Le Tuyen, Cao Huy Thuan, Hoang Van Giau ...
 31

   

 

Vietcong agents and sympathisers had possibly infiltrated the student ranks, and 

incited the demonstrators up to the point of setting on fire the US Information Ser- 

vices office on Ly Thuong Kiet Street on June1,1966.  Among measures by local 

authorities was the prohibitoin of all demonstrations and anti-American slogans.   
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As a result of the restrictions, Buddhist leaders called on their faithfuls to display 

their Buddha altars on the streets in a protest campaign spreading from Quang 

Tri to Qui Nhon.  Order was re-established in 6-1966 after Marines and Field 

Police were sent by the central government to quash the movement.   

 

Many intellectuals and youths fled and joined the Vietcong for fear of being 

arrested.  The chaotic situation offered the communists hope for an uprising when 

the general offensive took place.  They began, therefore, to plan very carefully 

with Saigon and Hue as their primary objectives.  

 

3.   GENERAL OFFENSIVE  
 

Before Tet, the Vietcong commander of the Tri-Thien-Hue (Quang Tri-Thua 

Thien-Hue) special zone was Major General Tran Van Quang, seconded by Le 

Minh in charge of particularly the Hue front.  He divided the city into North and 

South (left and right side of the Perfume river).  

 

North Vietnam's attacking force, including Regiment 6, 1 Commando battalion, 1 

artillery company and 2 local guerrilla companies, left its hiding location in the 

forest West of Hue at midnight on Jan. 29, 1968 to strike the citadel at the West 

Gate and An Hoa Gate (North-West), the Flag Pole Platform, Tay Loc airstrip, and 

Mang Ca military station.  All was lost except the last one.  They hung a huge 

NLFSV banner on the flag pole,
32

 but they failed to seize Mang Ca, Headquarters 

of the First ARVN Division under the command of Gen. Ngo Quang Truong, and 

suffered heavily when ARVN and its allies counterattacked. 

 

In the South of Hue, the attackers included the 9th Regiment of the 309th Division, 

4 battalions of 5th Regiment, 1 artillery battalion, and 4 Commando companies.
33

  

They planned to start also at midnight of Jan 29, 1968 but were discovered by 

reconnaissance airplanes and shelled, forcing them to disperse and then advance 

towards Hue only in the morning of Jan. 30, 1968.   

 

After 4 days of fighting, the VC occupied most of the south side of the city and the 

provincial penitentiary, freeing about 2,000 prisoners and then arming them for 

their use.  ARVN units still had control of the Radio Station, the Thua Thien 

Military Sector, the American MACV office inside Thuan Hoa Hotel, and the local 

Navy dock.
34
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4.   GENERAL UPRISING FAILURE  
 

On jan. 31,1968, the second day of Tet, the communists set up the so-called 

People's Committees for the two districts on the left side of the Perfume river.  On 

Feb. 1, 1968, Hanoi Radio announced the organization of the Alliance of 

Nationalist, Democratic, and Peace forces in Hue, led by professor Le Van Hao of 

the University of Hue Faculty of Letters, with Hoang Phu Ngoc Tuong as general 

secretary.
35

   

 

On Feb. 14, 1968, the professor was made Chairman of the Hue Revolutionary 

Committee.  Nguyen Dac Xuan, a former student who had led the "Suicide 

Buddhist Squad" in 1966 to resist the Thieu-Ky regime and then escaped to join 

the Vietcong, was in charge of the "Youth Mission" and "Militia Police" groups 

whose responsibility was to prevent the citizens from escaping when 

counterattacks by ARVN and the allies took place.  

 

 

 
Source: Leo J. Daugherty – Gregory Louis Mattson, 

        NAM, a Photographic History, Metro Books, New York, 2001, p. 287. 
 

During its temporary occupation of Hue, the VC security units worked very hard in 

searching for and killing all ROV government employees, and those working for 
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the Americans or cooperating with the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).  The 

most horrible massacres were committed especially at time of their withdrawal.  

 

Contrary to the VC prediction, Hue citizens attended meetings only under force 

and kept refusing to participate in the general uprising, and even tried to run over 

to the ARVN side whenever possible.  On Feb. 1, 1968, the counterattacks began,  

resulting in the control of the An Hoa Gate on Feb. 3, 1968 by ARVN airborne 

troops, and the US Marines' landing at the Navy dock and rescued the MACV.   

 

In fearful anticipation of the US advancement toward the city's north side of the 

river, the VC started on 2-6 to move its casualties, prisoners, and war booties out 

of Hue, and blew up the Truong Tien Bridge on the night of Feb. 7, 1968.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communist Army destroys the Truong Tien Bridge on Feb. 7, 1968.   

(Source: Leo J. Daugherty – Gregory Louis Mattson, ibid. p. 294.) 
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Intensive counterattacks by ARVN and US troops made the south side of the city 

relatively safe as of Feb.14,1968.  On this same day, as the US resumed their 

bombings on Hanoi and its suburbs, the VC Military Council in Hanoi had to wire 

a message for their subordinates in Thua Thien - Hue, urging them "to remain in 

the citadel to serve the nation's political duty."  

 

The fighting inside the citadel, therefore, took place fiercely with both 

sides sometimes a few dozen meters apart. On Feb.18,1968, the US Marines 

seized the Dong Ba Gate, causing difficulty for the VC inside the citadel to make 

contact with its units in Gia Hoi.  In a meeting on Feb. 19, the Thua Thien - Hue 

communist secretary, Le Minh, expressed his desire to withdraw as the situation 

became desperate for them.   

 

On the morning of Feb. 23, the ROV yellow flag flew back on the pole, marking 

the citadel now completely under the control of the ARVN and the allied.  For the 

VC, their withdrawal was ordered on the night of Feb. 25, "causing a chaotic 

atmosphere...”
36

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROV yellow flag flew back on the pole on Feb. 23, 1968 

(Source: The Vietnam Experience,  

Nineteen Sixty-Eight, Boston: 1983, tr. 37.) 
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Gia Hoi was entirely a civilian area that ARVN and allied commanders had 

thought they could easily take over once their counterattacks against the 

communist command in the citadel succeeded.  A late intervention by ARVN, 

unfortunately, had allowed the VC time to carry out the most killings in the city.   

 

5.   COMMUNIST MASSACRES   
 

Fighting statistics showed ARVN suffered 384 dead, 1,830 wounded; US Army 74 

killed in action (KIA), 507 wounded; US Marines 142 KIA, 857 wounded; and 

North Vietnamese and VC troops sustained about 5,000 dead and uncountable 

wounded.
37

  However, Hue bore many victims of brutal massacres by the 

communists during their short occupation of the city, especially government 

employees, police, ARVN soldiers on leave for Tet, and an unusually great number 

of civilians running away from the fightings.  

 

Up to the present, no one has been able to account for non-fighting victims.  

According to a memoir by Nguyen Tran, an ROV political activist, "About 5,000 

civilians were killed, 2,800 of them in mass graves, including 790 members of 

provincial, municipal, and village councils accused of being "local tyrants"; 1892 

administrative officials, 38 police, hundreds of military prospects, one Vietnamese 

Catholic priest (Buu Dong), two French priests, a German doctor and his wife, 

and many Filipinos.” 
38

  There might be slight differences among those figures, but 

the true number of victims killed and buried together was undoubtedly enormous.  

Following is what was found by a foreign doctor after the communist withdral 

from Hue:  

 

                Location                         # of victims 

 

Gia Hoi School     203 

Theravada Temple (Gia Hoi)       43 

Bai Dau (Gia Hoi)         26 

Con Hen (Gia Hoi)     101 

Little Seminary (Gia Hoi)                   6 

Left  River Bank District            21 

East of Hue          25 

Tu Duc & Dong Khanh tombs areas  203 

An Ninh Bridge         20 

           Dong Ba Gate             7 
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An Ninh Ha School            4 

Van Chí School                8 

Cho Thong      102 

Gia Long tomb area                    < 200  

Tu Quang Temple             4 

Dong Di      110 

Vinh Thai      135 

Phu Luong        22 

Phu Xuan       587 

Thuong Hoa        11 

Thuy Thanh - Vinh Hung       70 

Da Mai Creek      426 

                       ----------  

                                          Total                          < 2,236 
39

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mass graves in Hue   

          (Source: Alje Vennema, The Vietcong Massacre at Hue, 1976, p. 126) 
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IV.- WHY MASSACRE?  
 

It is an unanswerable question, even to the communists who have made great effort 

to avoid discussing the issue.  Perhaps it would be convenient to relate the 

intentions of killing to a list of motives:  

 

1. PERSONAL HATRED  
 

Since Vietnam had gone through too many drastic changes after 1945, clashes and 

conflicts were naturally inevitable. A signifi- cant number of families had to be 

separated in 1954 following the Geneva Accord, providing cause for the South 

Vietnamese government to regard with suspicion those who had relatives and 

friends on the communist side.  In return, these took advantage of the general 

uprising to revenge themselves on almost anyone on this side, particularly in Hue 

where such communist leaders as Nguyen Chi Thanh, To Huu, Tran Huu 

Duc, Hoang Anh... were from.
40

  In addition, revenge might be taken by house 

maids against their former masters; employees against their bosses; or those 

arrested or ticketed by the police or officials...
41

  Most unusual of all were 

University students who had escaped into the jungle for fear of retribution due to 

their participation in anti-government demonstrations. For them, the general 

uprising was a good chance to be armed with weapons, to look for and give former 

political rival students death sentences for their crimes of being lackeys for South 

Vietnam and Americans.
42

  

 

2.   MASSACRES ACCORDING TO PLANS  
 

*  To disrupt the government system:  In a meeting 3 days before Tet, the VC had 

predicted it was unable to retain Hue under control for a long time. Its subordinates 

were therefore ordered to carry out maximum disruption to the local government 

infrastructure, causing some personnel crises and service inefficiencies.  

According to Nguyen Tran, "790 members of the provincial, city, and village 

councils accused of being "tyrants", and 1,892 administrative officicals, and 38 

police officers " were killed.  A personal notebook of a communist military cadre 

obtained by the US 1st Cavalry Division on June 12, 1968 in Thua Thien noted: 

"The whole enemy local government was destroyed or disrupted with more than 

3,000 killed, making it foerever unable to rebuild its former system or avoid its 

failure.  Even if inexperienced members were available instantly for replacement, 

they could still do nothing.” 
43
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*  To spread terrorism:  Victims (soldiers, government employees and inncocent 

civilians accused by the communists for their cooperation with the government) 

were killed as a warning to the civilians from ever becoming ARVN soldiers or 

participating in and cooperating with the ROV government under any 

circumstances.   

 

In its political history, Hue was the place of many disturbances, especially since 

1963.  The VC massacres served as a warning for the citizens of Hue as well as to 

all the people in the nation, not to express their anti-communism even they were 

living in the ROV.  The VC intention of the massacres was also a preparation for a 

dictatorship in the future after the South had been invaded.  This was the “red 

message” for all Vietnamese: to oppose meant death.  It was an effective signal, 

especially after April 1975.  

 

*  To annihilate Christians:  The communists never tolerated religions, particularly 

those who had powerful political influence or close connections with the 

government.  The Catholic family of Ngo Dinh Diem was a major target in 

Hue because his brother Ngo Dình Can's effective "Central counterespionnage 

teams", led by Duong Van Hieu, had caused severe damage to the VC intelligence 

from Ben Hai throughout South Vietnam.  The plan devised by the Thua Thien - 

Hue communist commissar on Jan 26 mentioned above stressed that "reactionary 

Catholics must be surrounded and isolated, and places like Phu Cam, Thien Huu 

and Bình Linh schools watched..."   

 

The plan was also deceptively and discreetly carried out, typically during their first 

days of occupation of Gia Hoi, every house was forced to display the NLFSV flag, 

instead of the yellow and red stripes one, and if no NLF banner was available, then 

a Buddhist one could be used.  The VC plot showed that they: 1) knew no one had 

the NLFSV flag at home but they still ordered it to be displayed, then 2) allowed 

the Buddhist banner to replace it just to cause problem to the Catholics, and 3) 

pretended the Buddhists had been favored as pro-communists to create division 

between the two major religions in Vietnam.  

 

A witness in Phu Cam disclosed that on the 7th or 8th day of Tet, the communists 

apprehended over 300 youths hiding in the Phu Cam cathedral and took them 

away.
44

  In Hue, they killed two Vietnamese priests, Hoang Ngoc Bang and Le 

Van Ho; two French missionaries, Urbain and Guy; and set the Thien An church 

on fire.
45
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*   To cause an uproar in the world:  In their Tet Offensive in Hue, the VC carried 

out an indiscriminate killing scheme, aiming at American and Filipino troops, such 

foreign civilians as 2 French missionaries cited above, and 4 German voluntary 

professors at the Hue University whose bodies were found later near the Tuong 

Van Temple area.  Due to its cultural, historical, and political position, Hue was a 

locality of international attention.  The communists' occupation and massacres 

there served their intents of gaining superiority at the negotiations, and especially 

of pushing the American public opinion in speeding the US troops withdrawal 

from Vietnam.  

 

*  To impose loyalty on their followers:  Following the failure of the anti-

government demonstrations in 1966, many intellectuals and student leaders had 

escaped arrests by joining the communists in the jungles, such as brothers Hoang 

Phu Ngoc Tuong and Hoang Phu Ngoc Phan, Nguyen Dac Xuan, Le Van Hao, 

Nguyen Doa.... Also to be with them were opportunists, who were used but not 

trusted by the VC.   

 

Public opinions and the media in Hue often alleged that the authors of the 

massacres were the Hoang Phu brothers and Nguyen Dac Xuan, but no 

evidence has been found to confirm their brutal role. They could have tried 

to avoid being killed themselves by carrying out orders as they were permitted to 

hold no position at all after 1975.  The Tet Offensive could then possibly be an 

opportunity for the VC to turn opportunists and followers against their will to 

become communists who had to accept the one-way path: serving the communist 

party.
46

   

 

3.   COVERING UP WITHDRAWAL   
 

Geographically, Gia Hoi area and its neighboring Bai Dau were where most 

killings took place, probably due to their being under the VC occupation longer.  

Mass graves were also found elsewhere, showing the retreating communists had 

taken with them many arrests, up to thousands, and used them as porters 

and hostages against ARVN and American attacks.  Before they disappeared in the 

jungles, the communists killed their victims to cover up their whereabouts, for 

"defense purpose" as they explained later.  Based on their principle of "rather 

killing than releasing somebody by mistake", they wanted to be certain no victims 

or their relatives would be able to disclose anything about them: name, appearance, 

family relationship, residence, profession, and crimes.  In summary, it was a policy 

of "witness removal."   
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The method of their killings was unusual, too.  They ordered the victims to dig air-

raid shelters, actually their own graves, or do irrigation works for the peasants, and 

then tied them tightly before pushing them down into the trenches and filling 

these with dirt, one type of live burial.  No shots were heard to alarm their enemy 

or to disclose their locations.
47

  

 

The sites of the mass graves indicated the VC withdrawal made in two directions: 

(1) Southward through Nam Giao Road to royal tombs area and the jungles, with 

the farthest grave (428 bodies) found at Da Mai Creek of Nam Hoa district, 40km 

from Hue, and (2) Eastward through Cho Cong or Da Le, with the farthest grave 

(135 bodies) found in Vinh Thai  of Phu Thu District, also 40km south-east from 

Hue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Source: VLMD, ibid p. 131) 

 

According to Holland-born Canadian Doctor Elje Vannema, who had been in Hue 

during the Tet Offensive, 19 mass grave areas were found in Hue, each had several 

different graves.
47  

Other sites might never be found.  
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V.- A COMPARISON  
 

Historically, massacres did happen in Vietnam and around the world.  The first 

recorded massacre in Vietnam was the one carried out in 1232 by Tran Thu Do  
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who tried to kill all relatives of Kings of  Ly dynasty, about a hundred victims.  His 

act has still been, after over 700 years, a black mark on the Tran dynasty's glorious 

achievement against the Chinese Yuan invaders.  

 

In 1885, Emperor Ham Nghi and the court led by Royal Assistant Ton That Thuyet 

opened an unsuccessful military attack in Hue against the French, who had just 

established their domination of Vietnam in 1884. The casualties were enormous, 

making the event a memory celebrated annually by Hue citizens.   

 

Internationally, four significant massacres were known to have happened:  In 

Nanking, China, on Dec.13,1937 with 300,000 victims brutally killed by the 

Japanese in various forms of rapes, shootings, beheadings, and belly cuttings, 

even with children;
48

 during World War II, millions of Jews were slaughtered in 

Germany, and  nearly 15,000 Polish officer and troop prisoners were disposed of 

by the Soviet Red Army in 1940;
49

 while in Cambodia, over a million people 

were murdered in 1975 by the Khmer Rouge.   

 

Even though the number of victims of the Hue  massacre was small compared 

to other killings, but considering the population of a small and quiet city like Hue, 

it showed the VC atrocities as no less severe in their intent, since they were carried 

out inhumanely, like murdering women and children,
50

 cutting body part alive,
51

 

and especially burying living victims,
52

 as witnessed by those escapees or 

evidenced by uninjured corpses in tied positions found in graves.  Burying alive 

has been considered the most brutal execution since it takes longer for the victims 

to die. Finally, besides the notorious Khmer Rouge, only the Vietnamese 

communists had the guts to bury their own compatriots alive.  Khmer Rouge 

and Vietnamese Communists are disciples of Chinese Communists.  Ho Chí Minh 

declared that the Marx-Leninism and the ideology of Mao Zedong are the VCP‘s 

philosophical guides.
53

   

 

CONCLUSION  
 

The ARVN General Staff reported that by the end of March 1968, the total 

casualties of both sides in the Tet offensive over all of ROV were: 4,954 ARVN 

officers and enlisted men, 14,300 civilians (including about 2,000 from Hue); 

58,373 Vietcong and North Vietnamese troops; 3,895 US officers and enlisted 

men; 214 members of the South Korean, New Zealand, and Thai military aid 

groups in ROV. Among 14,300 Vietnamese civilians, there are about 2,000 in 

Hue.
56

  

91 



According to author Douglas Pike, however, the total casualties of Hue from the 

offensive are:  

 

-   7,500 civilians injured and dead  

-   1,900 wounded 

-   844 killed 

-   1,946 missing 
55

   

 

Author David T. Zabecki, in his article in Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War, stated 

that in addition to thousands of people missing, 2,810 bodies were found in mass 

graves in Hue.  As for ARVN, the casualties were 384 dead and 1,830 wounded; 

for US Army, 74 dead and 507 wounded; for US Marines, 142 dead and 857 

wounded. North Vietnamese and Vietcong suffered 5,000 dead and uncountable 

number of wounded.
56

   These figures are indeed incomplete and the realistic ones 

must be much higher since many graves and missing people are still unaccounted 

for.  The minimum casualties in Hue could be over 3,000
 57

 or even 4,000. 

 

In a rare interview with a foreign journalist in 1969, General Vo Nguyen Giap, 

the former Minister of Defense in Hanoi,  denied any involvement with the 

Hue general offensive which he said was the responsibilities of the NLFSV.
58 

 

Documents, however, proved that Vo Nguyen Giap himself was one of the 

masterminds of the campaign, approved by the Politburo and carried out by Pham 

Hung, leader of the South Central Command, on Ho Chi Minh's order disguised as 

his Tet wishing poem broadcasted by Hanoi Radio. 

 

On the issue of  mass killings, Bui Tín, former Colonel of the North Vietnamese 

Army and Deputy Editor General of the newspaper Nhan Dan before 1990, wrote: 

“... Some units decided at the last moment to kill the prisoners to protect their 

secrecy, avoid dangers, and have freedom of action... Only a few prisoners were 

taken along as porters or diggers of trenches who were finally released.” 
59

  His 

defense of the atrocities could not stand against the realities of the massacres.  

Similarly, Hoang Phu Ngoc Tuong claimed that mistakes were made but he blamed 

them on local authorities, not an overall policy, conforming exactly to what the 

communists often said, "Successes are possible because of the party leadership; 

failures are the results of local authorities' errors.”  The same explanatory 

nonsense was also seen through the people’s satirical saying: “Good crops are 

gained by the party'’s outstanding leadership, losses are caused by nature.” 
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 From 1945 to 1975, brutal atrocities by the communists continually took place in 

the forms of mass killings, burying alive, and nationwide elimination of non-

communist patriots,
60

 of Cao Dai followers in the province of Quang Ngai,
61

 of 

Fourth International communists in the area of Song Long Song in the province of 

Bình Thuan,
62

 and of Cao Dai and Hoa Hao faithfuls in the South.
63

  

 

The communist secretary of the province of Thua Thien - Hue, Le Minh, 

confirmed in 1988 in the Song Huong [Perfume River] magazine in Hue, reprinted 

in a translation in Newsweek, that the killings did happen in the area under his 

charge then and pleaded responsible for them, but defended himself by claiming 

that “the communist troops were in a difficult situation, unable to control rude 

actions.”  

 

Actually, brutalities were a way of communist behavior, a result of policies 

devised by brutal members of a brutal party.  At least, however, he had the courage 

to make his public confession, something rarely seen among the communists.   

 

Despite Vo Nguyen Giap's denial and defenses of MM. Bui Tín, Le Minh, and 

Hoang Phu Ngoc Tuong for the communist troops’ actions in the Tet Offensive 

massacres, anyone who has lived with the communists knows without doubt that 

under well organized and strict party leadership, no party members can do anything 

without orders from their superiors.  The 1968 massacres must have been a 

policy of the VCP which bears the sole reponsiblities for them in the face of 

history.  

 

The VCP blood-thirstiness has been displayed throughout the years of its rule, 

from the elimination of several thousand politicians in 1945 to the Land Reform in 

North Vietnam that caused up to 200,000 victims, and the Nhan Van magazine 

case that put many writers and poets in prison, including dissident army officers 

and intellectuals.  It was a true copy of the communist nature initiated by the 

Soviets in World War 2, applied faithfully in Vietnam by the VCP against its own 

compatriots. The 1968 Hue massacre was the first step in its scheme of taking over 

ROV by force, to make up for its failure to do so after the Geneva Accords in 1954 

following the 1946-1954 war against the French.
64

  

 

Communist sympathizers in Hue like Le Van Hao, Hoang Phu Ngoc Tuong, and 

Nguyen Dac Xuan, even though unfairly blamed for the massacre by the VCP to 

deny its responsiblities, have to bear all their life the despication of the people of 

Hue.   
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The VCP leaders, meanwhile, hope that time would eventually erase their crimes.  

They are wrong.  If they have learned about the case of Tran Thu Do who killed 

the descendants of the Ly dynasty over 700 years ago, and whose crimes are still 

mentioned in history books and in the mind of the people, they would stop 

believing they would ever be forgiven for their atrocities.  

 

Tran Gia Phung 

Translated by Ton Dzien 

 

NOTES   

 

1. According to Mao Zedong (1893-1976), a revolution needs to progress through 3 

stages: (1) At the beginning when still feeble, it must retreat to the countryside to 

develop.  (2) Its enemy should spread out thin to search it everywhere and 

therefore become weak enough to be eliminated by its guerillas.  (3) Finally, a 

general uprising will be held to defeat its enemy. 

2. The USS Maddox was attacked during its patrol mission by a Vietnamese 

communist battleship twice on August 2 and 8, 1964 in the international waters in 

the Gulf of Tonkin. Both sides  blamed each other for having started first. A 

resolution called “The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution” was approved on 8-7-1964 to 

give President L. B. Johnson (1908-1973) its total support in his widening of the 

Vietnam war.  He made public his bombing scheme against Hanoi and, without 

declaring war,  ordered US troops to get involved directly in the conflict, no longer 

playing the role of advisors to the ARVN. 

3. Leonid Brezhnev (1906-1982): First Secretary of Soviet Communist Party (SCP) 

from 10-15-1964 to 1966, and then General Secretary from 1966 to 1982.  In 1977 

he replaced Pogorny as President of Soviet Union (SU), and later took over 

Kosygin’s Prime Minister position from 1980 to 1982. 

Alexei Kosygin (1904-1980): Prime Minister of SU from 10-15-1964 to 10-23-

1980, and died on 18-12-1980, two months after his retirement. 

Nicolay Podgorny (1903-1983): President of SU from 1965, eliminated from this 

position and SCP Polit Buro on 5-24-1977. 

4. Robin Edmonds, Soviet Foreign Policy, The Brezhnev Years, New York: Nxb. 

Oxford University, 1983, p. 45. 

5. The New Lexicon Webster's Encyclopedic Dictionary of English Language, New 

York: Pub. Lexicon, 1988, p. 120: “Brezhnev doctrine:  Soviet principle of 

international law asserting right of the Communist community to intervene where  
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internal or external forces hostile to Communism try to turn the development of a  

socialist nation toward capitalism, a situation seen as threatening to all 

Communist nations."  

6. From this event, attention should be paid to the way the VCP has acted: (1) In 

1945, it forced Emperor Bao Dai to abdicate and seized power. It was the first 

demand by Vietminh. (2) The same trick was used again in the Vietcong’s 

takeover of Saigon in 1975 by forcing Gen. Duong Van Minh to surrender from his 

position as the last President of the ROV through a declaration on the radio. (3) In 

1976, representative Truong Chinh of North Vietnam met with representative of 

the South Vietnam National Liberation Front (SVNLF) to unify the whole country 

politically, implying that the Front had ceased to be existed ever since.  

7. In Vung Tau on August.16,1964, the Armed Forces Council (AFC) elected Gen. 

Nguyen Khanh President  of the ROV and promulgated a constitutional law by 

which he would enjoy wide power beside a Provisional National Assembly to be 

consisted of 100 civilian and 50 military members nominated by the  AFC. (Doan 

Them, Twenty Years Daily Diary (1945-1964), California: Pub. Xuan Thu reprint, 

p.400.) 

8. On the morning organization Sept.13,1984, Maj. Gen. Duong Van Duc, C.O. of the 

4
th

 Tactical Zone, and Bri. Gen. Lam Van Phat moved 2,000 troops to Saigon, 

occupied the Prime Minister’s Office, the radio station, the Police Directorate, the 

Post Office, and declared to form a “National Salvage Civilian and Military 

Council” (NSCMC). They accused Gen. Nguyen Khanh who was in Dalat in a 

meeting with other generals. Gen. Duong Van Duc, learning about the meeting, 

claimed his operation to be just a show of force and quietly withdrew. 

9. On Feb.19,1965, Col. Pham Ngoc Thao and Gen. Lam Van Phat commanded a 

number of troops and took over the Le Van Duyet camp, the radio station, and the 

Bach Dang Quay. They proclaimed that their operation was to remove dictator 

Gen. Nguyen Khanh. As with the last time, the Council of Generals (COG) asked 

them to withdraw; Phat and Thao had to evade under risk of death by counter coup 

forces. COG decided to replace Gen. Nguyen Khanh; however, as a face-saving 

favor for him, he was made a roving envoy and left the country on Feb. 25,1965 

with a handful of earth as souvenir. 

10. Doan Them, 1967 (viec tung ngay) [1967, Day by Day] Saigon: Pub. Pham Quang 

Khai, 1968, p. 322.   

11. Nguyen Dinh Tuyen, Nhung bien co lon trong 30 nam chien tranh tai Viet Nam 

1945-1975 [Big Events in 30 Years of Vietnam War 1945-1975], Houston: Nxb. 

Dai Hoc Dong Nam, 1995, p. 122.  Chinh Dao, Mau Than 68: thang hay bai [Mau 

Than 68, Victory or Defeat] Houston: Van Hoa [second Edition], 1998, p. 340.     
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12. Don Oberdorfer, Tet!, New York: Nxb. Da Capo, 1984, p. 54. 

13. Don Oberdorfer, ibid. p. 53. 
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SHORT BIOGRAPHY OF HO CHI MINH 

 

Birth name :  Nguyen Sinh Cung. 

Born   :  1890 (?), in Province of Nghe An. 

Parents       :  Nguyen Sinh Sac and Hoang Thi Loan. 

Siblings      :  Nguyen Sinh Khiêm, Nguyen Thi Thanh. 

New names  :  In 1900, Nguyen Sinh Sac changed his name to Nguyen Sinh Huy,  

     Nguyen Sinh Khiem to Nguyen Tat Dat, Nguyen Sinh Cung to  

                        Nguyen Tat Thanh. 

Graduation :  First school year of College Quoc Hoc in Hue in 1908. 

                        (equivalent to Grade 6 nowadays). 

June 5, 1911 :  Working on the ship Admiral Latouche-Treville, Thanh left Saigon. 

July 6, 1911 :  Arrived in Marseille, France. 

Sep.15,1911 :  Sent two letters to the French President and the Minister of the  

     Colonies, asking a special favour to attend the “Colonial School” in 

                        Paris, but got rejected. 

1919 :  After multiple  years of traveling on board the ship “Admiral  

     Latouche-Treville”,  he decided to stay in Paris. 

1920 :  Thanh took a new name Nguyen Ai Quoc, and participated in the  

     French Communist Party. 

1923  :  He left Paris for Moscow, USSR. 

1924  :  Thanh went to Quang-Zhou (China), with a new name Ly Thuy.   

1926  :  Married Tang Tuyet Minh in October 1926, a Chinese communist.  

   They separated the next year.  Ly Thuy fled to Moscow in June 

    1927. 

1930  :  He returned to Hong Kong in November, 1929, and founded the  

        Indochina Communist Party (ICP) in 1930. 

June 6, 1931 :  He was arrested by the Hong Kong Police. 

Jan. 22,1933 :  Released from Hong Kong prison and went back to Moscow. 

1938  :  Returned to China in autumn 1938 and served in the Chinese 

   Communist armed forces, and had a new name, Ho Quang. 

1940  :  Contacted  the ICP leaders in China. 

1941  :  Went back to Pac Bo, Cao Bang province and founded the Viet  

     Minh Front. 
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1942 :  Returned to China and took a new name, Ho Chi Minh (HCM).   

    This name was originally the nickname of Ho Hoc Lam, a famous 

      Vietnamese revolutionist in China. 

April 1945 :  Cooperated wih agents of the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) in 

   China. He provided intelligence to allies, and in return the OSS sent 

   the military team to him to train his men and give them medicines 

   for malaria and dysentery. 

August 1945:  Japan surrendered on August 14 and The ICP and the Viet Minh 

   (VM) (the political front of the ICP) seized power and  proclaimed 

   the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam (DRV)  in Hanoi on Sept. 2,  

   1945; HCM became Chairman of the Provisional Government. 

1946 :  The war broke out on Dec.19, 1946 between the ICP and the French  

                        Army. The ICP and the VM forces fled to the mountains’ areas. 

1949 :  After the Elysée Agreement (March 8, 1949),  Former king Bao Dai  

    became the Head of the State of Viet Nam (anti-communist).   

   The People’s Republic of China (PRC) was established on Oct.1
st
. 

1950 :  Ho Chi Minh went to Pekin and Moscow to ask for support from the 

    PRC and the USSR.  With the support of these two big communist 

   countries, the ICP and the VM forces began to counter-attack. 

1954 :  The war ended by the Geneva Accords signed on Jul. 20,1954. Viet  

   Nam  was divided into two parts: the DRV in the North and the  

   State of Viet Nam in the South.  Ho Chi Minh, president of the   

   DRV, returned to Ha Noi.     

1960  :  The North Vietnamese forces began to invade South Viet Nam.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

1969 :  Ho Chi Minh died on Sept. 2
nd

, 1969 in Ha Noi, Viet Nam. Sept. 2
nd

  

    is the National Day of the DRV.  The VCP changed HCM’s death  

    to Sept. 3
rd

, 1969. 

 

THE POLISH TIMES’ RANKING OF  

THE 13 BLOODIEST DICTATORS IN THE 20
TH

 CENTURY  

 

The Polish Times in Varsaw, Poland on March 5, 2013 has released a ranking 

(classification/rating) of the 13 bloodiest dictators in the 20th century, including 

Ho Chi Minh. Based on this release, Ho Chi Minh had caused, through his 24 

years in power, the death of 1.7 million Vietnamese in the (Vietnam) bloody war. 

Like many of the previous polls of other websites, dictators belonged to three 

political institutions: the Fascist, the Communist, and the Confederate.  

 

The individuals listed by Polska Times are as follows: 
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* 1- Mao Zedong, China, ruled 1943-1976, was responsible for the death of 45-75 

million people; The biggest crime: (cause of) the Great Famine and the Cultural 

Revolution. 

 

* 2 – Joseph Stalin, Russia, ruled 1924-1953, responsible for the death of 40-62 

million people; The biggest crime: Gulag concentration camp. 

 

* 3 – Adolf Hitler, Germany, ruled 1933-1945, responsible for the death of 17-20 

million people; the biggest crime: the Holocaust. 

 

* 4 – Chiang Kai-shek, China, ruling 1928-1949, responsible for the death of 10 

million people; The biggest crime: the massacre in Taiwan in 1947. 

 

* 5 – Japanese Hirohito ruling, ruling 1926-1989, responsible for the death of 6 

million people; The biggest crime: the massacre in Nanjing. 

 

* 6 – Vladimir Lenin, Russia, ruled 1917-1924, is responsible for the death of 4 

million people; The biggest crime: (during) The Civil war in Russia. 

 

* 7 - Hideki Tojo, Japan, ruled 1941-1944, responsible for the death of 4 million 

people; The biggest crime: civilian execution in World War II. 

 

* 8 - Yahya Khan, Pakistan, ruled 1969-1971, is responsible for the deaths of 2 to 

12 million people; The biggest crime: genocide in Bangladesh. 

 

* 9 - Saddam Hussein, Irad, ruled 1969-2003, is responsible for the death of 2 

million people; the biggest crime: the genocide of the Kurds. 

 

* 10 - Pol Pot, Cambodia, ruled 1975-1979, responsible for the death of 1.7 to 2.4 

million people; The biggest crime: the genocide in Cambodia. 

 

* 11 - Ho Chi Minh, Vietnam, ruled 1945-1969, responsible for the death of 1.7 

million people; The biggest crime: (during) the Vietnam War. 

 

* 12 - Kim Il Sung, North Korea, ruled 1948-1994, responsible for the death of 1.6 

million people; the biggest crime: (During) the Korean War. 
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* 13 – Ismail Enver, Turkey, ruled 1913-1918, is responsible for the death of 1.1 to 

2.5 million people; the biggest crime: Genocide of the Armenians. 

 

The Polish Times is a relatively large newspaper. According to Alexa Ranking, its 

total number of readers resulted in a ranking of # 30,000 out of tens of millions of 

websites worldwide. 

 

© Dan Chim Viet (March 20, 2013) 

 

Translated into English by Timothy Tran, Toronto. 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 1481 (2006) 
 

Need for international condemnation of crimes of totalitarian com- 

munist regimes 
 

Author(s): Parliamentary Assembly 

 

Origin - Assembly debate on 25 January 2006 (5th Sitting) (see Doc. 10765, report 

of the Political Affairs Committee, rapporteur: Mr Lindblad). Text adopted by the 

Assembly on 25 January 2006 (5th Sitting).  

 

1. The Parliamentary Assembly refers to its Resolution 1096 (1996) on measures 

to dismantle the heritage of the former communist totalitarian systems. 

 

2. The totalitarian communist regimes which ruled in central and eastern Europe 

in the last century, and which are still in power in several countries in the world,  

have been, without exception, characterised by massive violations of human 

rights. The violations have differed depending on the culture, country and the 

historical period and have included individual and collective assassinations and 

executions, death in concentration camps, starvation, deportations, torture, slave 

labour and other forms of mass physical terror, persecution on ethnic or 

religious grounds, violation of freedom of conscience, thought and expression, 

of freedom of the press, and also lack of political pluralism. 
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3. The crimes were justified in the name of the class struggle theory and the 

principle of dictatorship of the proletariat. The interpretation of both principles 

legitimised the “elimination” of people who were considered harmful to the  

 

construction of a new society and, as such, enemies of the totalitarian 

communist regimes. A vast number of victims in every country concerned were 

its own nationals. It was the case particularly of the peoples of the former USSR 

who by far outnumbered other peoples in terms of the number of victims. 

 

4. The Assembly recognises that, in spite of the crimes of totalitarian communist 

regimes, some European communist parties have made contributions to 

achieving democracy. 

 

5. The fall of totalitarian communist regimes in central and eastern Europe has not 

been followed in all cases by an international investigation of the crimes 

committed by them. Moreover, the authors of these crimes have not been 

brought to trial by the international community, as was the case with the 

horrible crimes committed by National Socialism (Nazism). 

 

6. Consequently, public awareness of crimes committed by totalitarian communist 

regimes is very poor. Communist parties are legal and active in some countries, 

even if in some cases they have not distanced themselves from the crimes 

committed by totalitarian communist regimes in the past. 

 

7. The Assembly is convinced that the awareness of history is one of the 

preconditions for avoiding similar crimes in the future. Furthermore, moral 

assessment and condemnation of crimes committed play an important role in 

the education of young generations. The clear position of the international 

community on the past may be a reference for their future actions. 

 

8. Moreover, the Assembly believes that those victims of crimes committed by 

totalitarian communist regimes who are still alive or their families, deserve 

sympathy, understanding and recognition for their sufferings. 

 

9. Totalitarian communist regimes are still active in some countries of the world 

and crimes continue to be committed. National interest perceptions should not 

prevent countries from adequate criticism of current totalitarian communist 

regimes. The Assembly strongly condemns all those violations of human rights.  
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10.  The debates and condemnations which have taken place so far at national level 

in some Council of Europe member states cannot give dispensation to the 

international community from taking a clear position on the crimes committed 

 

 by the totalitarian communist regimes. It has a moral obligation to do so 

without any further delay. 

 

11.  The Council of Europe is well placed for such a debate at international level. 

All former European communist countries, with the exception of Belarus, are 

now members, and the protection of human rights and the rule of law are basic 

values for which it stands. 

 

12. Therefore, the Assembly strongly condemns the massive human rights 

violations committed by the totalitarian communist regimes and expresses 

sympathy, understanding and recognition to the victims of these crimes. 

 

13.  Furthermore, it calls on all communist or post-communist parties in its member 

states which have not yet done so to reassess the history of communism and 

their own past, clearly distance themselves from the crimes committed by 

totalitarian communist regimes and condemn them without any ambiguity. 

 

14.  The Assembly believes that this clear position of the international community 

will pave the way to further reconciliation. Furthermore, it will hopefully 

encourage historians throughout the world to continue their research aimed at 

the determination and objective verification of what took. 

 

(Source: Google. Key words: Resolution 1481 (2006) of Parliamentary  

 Assembly of Council of Europe.) 
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